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“FIRST” 


We received the May 22 issue of the 
LUTHERAN WITNESs and, as in the past, 
turned to “What’s the Answer?” first. 
To our utter amazement and disappoint- 
ment, there was no space allotted to this 
interesting material, and it was as though 
we had. lost a good friend. We trust that 
the column will again make its appear- 
ance in the next issue and in all future 
issues. Mrs. Cart E, GEFFE 


Albuquerque, N. Mex. 


Nore: We trust the omission will not 
occur again. 


“LONG TRAINING 
— DISCOURAGEMENT” 


As a conscientious Christian I cannot 
but speak out against the many years of 
training (10 above eighth grade) now re- 
quired of young men before they may 
become a minister. Many other Luther- 
ans feel the same way. I feel this long 
training is a definite discouragement to 
prospective ministerial students and a 
big cause of our minister shortage. Also 
the money saving to Synod in reducing 
this training at least two years could well 
be applied to foreign mission work with 
God-pleasing results. 

How about more reader opinion on 
this matter? 


Garden City, Kans. 


NovTE: “What's 
page 7. 


ALFRED OPITZ 


See the Answer?” 


THE REORGANIZED CHURCH 
VERSUS UTAH MORMONS * 


In the article “Be Ready to Give an 
Answer — to the Mormons” (January 17, 
1956) the statement was made: “This 
branch [the Reorganized Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-Day Saints] and minor 
ones disagree.on various doctrines, but 
agree on the basic tenets of Mormonism.” 
Several officials of this branch have com- 
plained, because the article did not list 
the differences between their group and 
the Utah Mormons. 

In a pamphlet entitled “Differences 
That Persist Between the Reorganized 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day 
Saints and the Utah Mormon Church,” 
prepared by Elbert A. Smith, Presiding 
Patriarch of the Reorganized Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, the 
author states: “We both believe in the 
authenticity of the Book of Mormon — 
though we differ radically in our under- 
standing of some of its teachings. We 
both accept and publish many of the 
revelations given through the Prophet 
Joseph Smith in our respective versions 
and editions of the Doctrine and Cov- 
enants. d 

“Divergence comes here at two points. 
First, the Mormons include in their book 
some sections, most notably a purported 
revelation on celestial marriage (sec- 
tion 132) that we challenge. Secondly, 
our Doctrine and Covenants continues to 
us as an open canon of Scripture and we 


have added and continue to add revela- 
tions as they come to us from time to 
time through the prophet of the church; 
while the Mormons have added nothing 
to their book of revelations that has been 
received by them since they set foot on 
the soil of Utah (with the possible ex- 
ception of the ‘Manifesto’ which was not 
published as a revelation).” Specific dif- 
ferences concern secret temple services, 
oaths, covenants, sealing, etc., polygamy, 
and prophetic succession and leadership. 
Great emphasis is put on the conflicting 
views concerning God. The Reorganized 
Church rejects the Utah doctrine of a 
God who is himself progressive (“As 
man is, God once was”) and insists that 
God does not change. 

But the God of the Reorganized 
Church is not the Triune God of the 
Athanasian Creed. In The Gospel Quar- 
terly, Vol. 51, No. 1, Chris B. Hartshorn, 
in an article on “Outstanding Doctrines 
and Practices of Our Own [the Reor- 
ganized] Church,” takes great pains to 
prove that Jesus is not God. He fails to 
see that Jesus is the eternal God who in 
time became man, taking His human 
nature into His divine Person. He has 
no understanding of the declaration of 
John: “The Word [Jesus] was God,” and 
for Paul’s: “In Him dwelleth all the full- 
ness of the Godhead bodily.” 

To the Reorganized Church the Holy 
Spirit is not a Person but merely a 
medium of power. Hartshorn quotes 
Joseph Smith III in answering a ques- 
tion on the nature of the Holy Spirit as 
saying: “The opinion held by two of the 
Presidency [there was no third member 
at that time] agreed herein is, that there 
are two personages in the Godhead: God, 
the Father, and Jesus Christ, the Son, 

. and the third power named in con- 
nection with them is the Holy Ghost.” 
One might ask how Jesus can be the 
second Person if He is not God. Harts- 
horn then makes it impossible to argue 
the point further by concluding with the 
words: “The church has not taken any 
official action to define its concept of 
God, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit. 
No one is, therefore, able to state dog- 
matically that this view, or some other 
view, represents the church.” Be that as 
it may, The Gospel Quarterly teaches the 
members of the Reorganized Church that 
Jesus is not God and that the Holy Ghost 
is not the Third Person of the Holy 
Trinity. 

One can only conclude that the Re- 
organized Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints, like the Utah Mor- 
mon Church, is not a Christian church in 
the sense of Holy Scripture and of the 
Ecumenical Creeds of Christendom. 


St. Louis L. W. SPItTz 


“BLAND” — INDEED! 


Answering “Go Back?” in “Letters,” 
April 24, “I challenge the statement that 
color cheapens the Witness. Should we 
go back (and I mean go back) to the 
bland black-and-white Witness of for- 


mer years? If we did, I feel that 
WITNESs would lose much of its app 

This assertion feels like drawir 
brier cane across an old and still fes 


ing sore in my heart. “Bland black-z | 
white,” indeed! Obviously, our 1 
brother in the faith began reading J} 
Witness after Jan. 4, 1921. Before | 
date, the title head of the WITNEss~ 
black and white, but, it was at the si 
time as “bland” as freshly grated ho: 
radish. It would start tears of ecstasy 
the eyes of an earnest Lutheran C 
tian. That title head was appropriatd 
was relevant, pertinent, forceful, prog 
plus being an artistic embellishmen 
our worthy WITNEss. 


I have been a subscriber and eve 
word reader since 1915. I have seen b 
the format and contents of the WitTn 
shrink, while Synod’s membership 
creases. Why? Do new publicati 
draw off material which should be pv 
lished in the WITNESS? 


I cannot help feeling deeply 
cerned about these matters, beca 
while I was on the battlefront in Fram 
and also often here in our land, 
WITNESS has been my only source | 
Christian religion, supplementing 
Bible. Am I the only such person 
our Synod? Are there not others whi 
the Witness will “hold,” “keep,” thou 
such member may work for a few yee 
where no Lutheran church «is witk 
reach? 


Benedict, Md. Hans A. NELSO: 
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1 old sundial bears this legend: 
' of the sun.” Shadows have no 
pendent existence, except in bed- 
stories for children. Shadows 
‘concomitants of light and wit- 
es of the sun. 


The True Light 


Jur Lord makes the absolute 
for Himself: “I am the Light of 
And there’s none who 


of His followers: “Ye are the 
. of the world.” They are that 
' because they have life and light 
1 Him and because, in the world 
ded in darkness, they in His light 
e as lights and, through the wit- 
of their life and words, bring 
; into dead and dark places. 

hen we consider, however, how 
th of our life still remains in dark- 
and how feeble and flickering 
‘light, we feel like crying out to 
Lord: “Light of the world — we?! 
fs too great, O Lord. Call us 
.s But let it be shadows of 
>. Use us in spite of the badness 
‘blackness of the old flesh of sin 
nadows that bear witness to Thee, 
world’s flawless Sun.” 


Constant Discipline 


‘o fulfill our witness commission, 
spiritual life must be kept healthy. 
avolves constant discipline in the 
iol of grace. We need that for 
selves, and we need it for good in- 
ace upon others. 

aul on a missionary trip had left 
young co-worker Titus on the 
ad of Crete to nurture the new 
sregations that had sprung up in 
ous towns. Soon a letter from 
1 reached the young missionary, 
stter replete with comfort and 
asel. The letter pointed out the 
.ely virtues Titus should inculcate 
a the various classes of converts 
le at the same time he was to show 
self a model of right living. Two 
ds stand out in the sketch of plain, 
nary Christian living: “that they 
‘ adorn the doctrine of God, our 
ior, in all things” and “that the 
‘d of God be not blasphemed.” 
, that’s the alternative which faces 
1 professing Christian: either we 
-e men think better of the Gospel 
4use we adorn it with our lives, 
ve make them think the worse of 
y reason of our lives. Hence the 
stle’s concern about the life of his 
ng converts. Hence, too, the need 
us to be alert to the potent effect 


ur lives for good or for evil upon | 


rs. But all the while, too, we 
+ know that apart from our influ- 
> for good upon others, the life of 
onal virtue is the aim of Christ’s 
smption for each one of us. Paul 
:: “The grace of God that bringeth 


Ex 13, 2956 


_ “Shadows we are, but shadows. 


COURTESY. THE JOHN AND MABLE RINGLING MUSEUM OF ARTs 


“Christ Healing the Blind,’’ attributed to Lodovico Carracci 


SARASOTA, FLA, 


Shadows of the Sun 


By VICTOR BARTLING Professor of New Testament, Concordia Seminary, Sf. Louis 


salvation hath appeared to all men, 
teaching us that, denying ungodliness 
and worldly lusts, we should live 
soberly, righteously and godly in this 
present world!” 


School of Grace 


Like the sun bursting through the 
darkness, so the grace of God that 
brings salvation dawned when the 
Son of God came to do His saving 
work. 

Grace is not merely a dogmatical 
term, grace is God Himself actively 
stooping down to sinners “to redeem 
them from all iniquity and to purify 
for Himself a people of His own.” 

Grace is the power of God that in 
Baptism grafted us into Christ, incor- 
porated us into Christ’s body, the 
church — the people of His own, puri- 
fied through forgiveness and indwelt 
by the sanctifying Spirit. 

Grace is the power that through 
Word and Sacrament keeps us stead- 
fast in faith and continually educates, 
trains, disciplines, schools us. 

From this school of grace there is 
no graduation this side of the grave. 
We need the nurture and discipline of 
this grace every day we live. Grace 
keeps our eyes open so that we see 
our deep, beggarly need. 
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Grace kicks away all the props of 
self-satisfaction, pride, and boasting. 

Grace keeps Christ in focus for us 
as our one and only Hope and teaches 
us to live by grace alone. And so, 
too, grace trains us to die daily to all 
that is opposed to God, to the lusts 
that cling to earth and seek their 
heaven below. 

Grace teaches us to look beyond 
for the true goal of life, “looking for 
that blessed hope and the glorious ap- 
pearing of our great God and our 
Savior Jesus Christ,” when we shall 
become like Him, for we shall see 
Him as He is. When grace thus func- 
tions as our teacher and trainer, we 
shall want to be, and we shall be, 
equipped to be effective witnesses to 
the Light of the world, adorning the 
precious Gospel by being zealous, un- 
inhibited enthusiasts for good works, 
“living soberly, righteously, and godly 


.in this present world.” 


May the God of all grace give us 
this grace that we constantly remain 
docile students in the school of grace, 
instructed by grace, disciplined by 
grace, controlled by grace. Then shall 
we show forth the praises of Him who 
has called us out of darkness into His 
marvelous light — as shadows indeed, 
but shadows that witness to the Sun. 
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YOUR SYNOD 


EXCERPTS FROM PRESIDENT BEHNKEN’S TRIENNIAL REPORT 


Is survey of the past three years fills 
our hearts with deep humility and 
also with heartfelt gratitude to God: 
humility at the thought that God should 
deign to use us poor sinners for the im- 
portant work in Christ’s kingdom; grat- 
itude, that the Lord should graciously 
bless our lowly service. 


Deaths 


In His wise and gracious providence 
God has called to their eternal rest 
a number of men who were rendering 
or had rendered Synod faithful service. 
The names of the deceased reported to 
me are: 


Professors: Prof. William Dobber- 


fuhl; St. Paul; Prof. J; EB. Richard 
Schmidt, Milwaukee; Dr. Paul F. 
Koehneke, Milwaukee; Dr. Fred E. 


Mayer, St. Louis; Rev. Edward Saleska 
(library director), St. Louis; Instructor 
Paul Reith, St. Louis; Vicar Merle 
Deines, Winfield; Prof. Albert Lehen- 
bauer, Buenos Aires, Arg.; Instructor 
Donald Meyer, St. Louis. 


Former Professors: Prof. Martin 
Strasen, Porto Alegre, Brazil; Asst. 
Prof. Hans Fiedler, Porto Alegre; Prof. 
Karl Haase, Seward; Prof. William 
Schaller, Concordia; Dr. Louis B. Buch- 
heimer, Conover; Prof. Otto W. Linde- 
meyer, Conover; Prof. Carroll O. Smith, 
Conover. 

District Presidents: 
Tonn, Central Illinois; 
Kohn, North Wisconsin. 


Former District Presidents: Dr. 
Henry J. Boumann, Minnesota; Rev. 
Theodore Wolfram, Iowa; Rev. Paul 
Juergensen, Southern Illinois; Rev. Wal- 
_ ter Hohenstein, Central Illinois. 


Others: Gustave A. Fleischer, for- 
mer member, Board of Control, River 
Forest, Ill.; Rev. George Gotsch, for- 
mer member, Synod’s School Board; 
Robert E. Steinmeyer, member, Board 
for Parish Education; Dr. Frank E. 
Streufert, Secretary of Missions; James 
Kemp, former member, Board of Con- 


Rev. Emil F. 
Rev. W. L. 


trol, Bronxville, N. Y.; Rev. Walter 
Klausing, former member, Board of 
Control, Concordia College, Fort 


Wayne; Dr. Henry Nau, pioneer mis- 
sionary in India and Africa. 


Intersynodical 


The present situation in the Synod- 
ical Conference calls for the most 
prayerful and careful deliberation and 
action on the part of the convention. 
Because our Synod in 1950 adopted 
The Common Confession, Part I, and 
because of the Chaplaincy and Boy 
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Scout issues and other matters, relations 
between our bodies became strained. 
Since the 1953 convention of Synod 
three meetings of the Intersynodical Re- 
lations Committee were held, but this 
committee was dismissed at the 1954 
Synodical Conference because it had 
reached an impasse and no agreement 
seemed possible. In its stead the Presi- 
dents were instructed to appoint sev- 
eral committees dealing with matters 
of Doctrine, Boy Scouts and Chaplain- 
cies, Arbitration, and Prayer Fellow- 
ship and Unionism. The committees 
were appointed and some meetings were 
held. No agreement was reached. Since 
the conventions of the Norwegian and 
Wisconsin Synods decided to discon- 
tinue these negotiations, we regret that 
no further meetings could be held. 


JESUS CHRISTUS 
S EST 


OOMINUS 


Vice-President Grumm attended the 
34th regular convention of the Nor- 
wegian Synod and was granted oppor- 
tunity to present our position. But the 
convention resolved “with deepest re- 
gret that fellowship relations with The 
Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod are 
suspended on the basis of Romans 
16:17, and that the exercise of such re- 
lations cannot be resumed until the 
offenses contrary to the doctrine which 
we have learned have been removed by 
them in proper manner.” 

Your President attended the meet- 
ing of the Hon. Wisconsin Synod held 
August 1955 in Saginaw and was given 
an opportunity to speak. He sought to 
emphasize that we are not in disagree- 
ment doctrinally and that there is no 
justification for severance of relations. 
He frankly admitted that our Synod is 
not perfect in the area of practice and 
assured the convention that evangelical 
admonition and discipline is practiced 
where such violations occur. He made 
an earnest plea that there be no sev- 
erance of relations. 

Your President felt constrained to 
make a special trip to Europe in De- 
cember 1953 to meet with leaders of 
the three Free Churches who were dis- 
turbed by reports which brought charges 
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the Augustana Synod and the Unité 


THE LUTHERAN WITNE. 


a 9 a 


against our doctrinal position and | 
cused us of unionistic practices. 

charges were frankly discussed. Tk 
was general gratitude when these nj} 
were given proper information. § 
q 


Lutheran Union 


Negotiations with the American ] | 
theran Church begun in 1935 ha 
come to a standstill. The American I§ 
theran Church will probably enter inf 
a union with the Evangelical Luther 
Church and the United Evangelical 
theran Church, which will be effect 
in January 1960, according to reporj 

Because of this union, The Co 
mon Confession, Parts I and II, ¥ 
Part II is adopted by this conventigg 
cannot and shall not serve as a fu 
tioning union document for fellowsh 
with the American Lutheran Chure 
but will be regarded as a historical de 
ument which will show what hone 
efforts were made to reach agreemé 
in doctrine and practice. 

What the future will bring we lea\ 
in God’s hands. God has blessed @ 
Synod with purity of doctrine. W 
should thank Him for it in all sinceri 
of heart. Pure doctrine isthe re 
foundation and the real strength of th 
Lutheran Church. Not great numbefi 
but solid Scriptural doctrine is whé 
makes a Lutheran Church truly It 
theran. : 
Synod received an invitation fror 


Lutheran Church in America “to ce 
sider such organic union as will gi 
real evidence of our unity in the faith 


Doctrinal Matters 


Because the 1945 “A Statement” 
such is no longer a basis of study, b 
the issues raised were to be submitt 
in the form of theses or guidelines 
pastors and congregations to give thé 
opportunity in a quiet, earnest, ai 
prayerful manner to study these issu 
your President sent out guidelines | 
Sola Scriptura, Fellowship, The Chure¢ 
Exegesis on Romans 16:17, 18, 
Prayer Fellowship. 

The last in the series, “The Pri 
ciple of Love in the Life of the Churel 
just recently completed, will be print 
and mailed as soon as the Praesidit 
has studied it thoroughly. 

It should be mentioned here that t 
theses on the Doctrine of the Chur 
were sharply criticized. All correspor 
ence and documents were given to 1 
author for study and answer. In F 
wise providence, however, God, | 


(Continued on page 12) 


She Pralter 
r: 


—) 
The Blessed Nation 


Keim 33:2: “Blessed is the na- 
whose God is the Lord.” 


is week the United States pauses 
10 celebrate its annual Indepen- 
Day. In this country, as in 
ally every other, days such as 
serve to remind our citizens of 
iation’s glorious past, of its noble 
age, of its multiplied blessings. 
And so we echo the Psalmist’s 
1s, spoken as he thought of his 
‘nation: “Blessed is the nation 
se God is the Lord.” Stripping 
’ all that is superficial or external, 
hereby lays his finger upon the 
‘source of every national blessing. 
re God is not professed as Lord, 
» can be no blessing. 
‘hat truth, alas, our people are 
e to forget as they enjoy the un- 
lleled prosperity of these times, 
1ey parade our nation’s power, as 
stress our nation’s resources. 
‘e is an uncomfortable comparison 
een all of this and the rich brag- 
who boasted of his well-stocked 
s, but to whom the Lord said: 
du fool, this night shall thy soul 
equired of thee!” 
America is powerful and pros- 
us and proud — but what of 
‘rica’s soul? America can point to 
gleaming cities, her rich harvest, 
armed might. But what if the 
{ should say to America, in the 
uage of the H-bomb, “This night 
thy soul be required of thee”? 
s it well with America’s soul? 
-e is no health in crime and cor- 
ion, in juvenile delinquency, in 
lized lust on stage and screen, over 
air, and in the press. All these 
at our country’s soul. 
America will be blest only as 
is acknowledged, His name ex- 
d, His kingdom spread within her 
lers. America will be blest only as 
stian people act to make her 
tually great. 
Away, then, with the cheap tin 
, of power and greed and lust! To 
let every knee bend low and 
y voice be raised. To Him we 
yur fervent prayer: 
America, America, God shed 
His grace on thee, 
And crown thy good with 
brotherhood from sea _ to 
shining sea. 


Tuomas COATES 
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And Feous Said 


“It is finished.” JOHN 19:30 


Wire of us have often heard these 
words. I hope they will rever- 
berate in our mind as long as we 
live. 

St. John reports: “When Jesus 
therefore had received the vinegar, He 
said, It is finished; and He bowed His 
head and gave up the ghost.” How 
brief and simple the words are, but 
what a message they proclaim, a mes- 
sage of divine love, of life, forgive- 
ness, light, salvation, never-ending 
bliss! What was finished? There can 
be no doubt as to how John the 
Evangelist understood that word. In 
the narrative He repeatedly points out 
that certain things were done in order 
that the Scriptures might be fulfilled, 
the things foretold by the men of God 
long ago. “It is finished” then meant 
for Him that the task which according 
to the Scripture had been ordained for 
Him had now been completed. 

There is still another way of estab- 
lishing what the Evangelist finds in 
that word. In the beginning of his 
Gospel he reports that John the Bap- 
tist states, pointing to Jesus, “Behold 
the Lamb of God, which taketh away 
the sin of the world.” We are not 
misinterpreting the Evangelist when 
we say that for him the utterance “It 
is finished” meant that the sins of the 
world had now been taken away. 

Every sin produces guilt. It is not 
a harmless, innocuous matter. Every 
time you do wrong you contract a 
debt. In the books of divine omnis- 
cience these things are on record. If 
we could look into those books, how 
appalled we should be, especially if 
we looked at our own account. All 
that guilt, those incalculable debts, 
were laid on the Lamb of God; He 
paid for them, and on the pages of 
the account books the eye of faith sees 
in large letters the word “Finished!” 

Sin brings punishment. Cursed is 
he that confirmeth not all the words 
of the Law to do them. Wrath, death, 
damnation, being forsaken by God, is 
the penalty decreed for us. “Fin- 
ished!” is the remark in the divine 
record; the penalty is borne by our 
Substitute. 

Sin is a cruel, pitiless ruler. It was 
the task of the Redeemer to break its 
power. The work is finished! No one 
need now be a slave of wrongdoing. 
“It is finished!” Do we believe and 
Tejoice? 


Wituiam F. ARNDT 


PD ing 


Words of Life 
= 


“This is My beloved Son, in whom 
Iam well pleased.” MATTHEW 3:17 


he word which in this passage is 

translated “well pleased” is a par- 
ticularly pure and distinct expression 
of the grace of our Savior God. The 
voice from heaven pronounces God’s 
good pleasure upon Jesus at His Bap- 
tism, where Jesus makes Himself one 
with sinful mankind and takes upon 
Himself the Baptism of John “to ful- 
fill all righteousness”; where He goes 
the first step of that downward way 
which was to fulfill the promise given 
in His name, “He shall save His people 
from their sins’; where Jesus on the 
first step of His way shows Himself as 
the Servant foretold by Isaiah the 
prophet, the Servant who goes the way 
of quiet and selfless ministry to men 
whose life is a broken, dying life, to 
the bruised reed and the smoking flax, 
who goes the way of “failure,” hold- 
ing firm in God amid the contradiction 
and the hatred of the men He came to 
serve — “I gave My back to the smit- 
ers, and My cheeks to them that 
plucked off the hair”; that Servant who 
goes to His triumph over sin and 
death, to become the Incarnation of 
the covenant — God’s covenant Love 
for His people and the Light to 
lighten the Gentiles — who goes the 
way to that triumph through the 
depths of being smitten and afflicted 
by God Himself, wounded for men’s 
transgressions and bruised for men’s 
iniquities, chastised by God to the 
uttermost in order that we through 
Him might have peace. 

On this Jesus, Son and Servant, be- 
cause He is the Servant, God’s good 
pleasure rests; for this Jesus is the full 
and perfect expression of the free, un- 
caused, spontaneous love of God for 
man, without man’s deserving and 
against man’s deserving. Jesus re- 
veals the Father whose good pleasure 
it is that He be revealed in His Son 
to the simple and not to the wise, in 
order that all may know that His grace 
is for all men, that there is no man so 
great that His grace needs him and 
no man so small that His grace does 
not seek him. 


Jesus reveals the Father whose 
good pleasure it is to give the King- 
dom to the lJittle flock, to those who 
claim and have no greatness but that 
greatness which the Father’s free and 
sovereign favor gives them. 


MARTIN H. FRANZMANN 
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EDITORIALS oe! 


The First and the Fourth 


On the first and fourth days of July respectively Can- 
ada and the United States celebrate significant national 
holidays. The inhabitants of both countries have ample 
cause to thank God for religious and civil liberties enjoyed 
by these two friendly nations in common. For more than 
100 years their 3,000-mile boundary —the longest in the 
world —has been free from fortification of any kind by 
either side. 

The light of freedom, which, by the mercy of God, 
shines on the evil and the good in Canada and the U.S., 
looms more precious and brighter as the midnight of 
tyranny and oppression sends its sinister darkness all 
over the world. Despite the global handshaking of Nikita 
Khrushchev and his fellows, the inhabitants of the Soviet 
Union and its satellites are under constant surveillance by 
security police. Behind the Bamboo Curtain the church is 
in chains, and citizens who fail to reconcile themselves to 
Communist rule are “deprived of existence, done away 
with, or otherwise disposed of.” 

According to a dispatch from Khartoum, Sudan, the 
government of the newly proclaimed “republic” of Sudan 
announces that it will shortly take over all Christian mis- 
sionary schools in South Sudan. In their place Moslem 
mission schools will be opened to counteract the influence 
of the Christian missions. This is but the latest instance 
of a state seizing control of education and stifling the free- 
dom of worship. 

Don’t the inhabitants of two great nations have reason 
to thank God on Dominion Day and Independence Day? 
These are holidays, days fixed by law for the suspension of 
business, days largely devoted to recreation and rest. Let 
it be remembered, however, that the word: “holiday” is 
a simple compound of “holy” and “day” —a holyday. If the 
first and the fourth days of July call for any noisemaking, 
let Christians make a joyful noise unto the Lord! Let them 
resolve to keep freedom’s holy light burning by praying 
and working and sacrificing so that men and nations who 
sit in the darkness of political bondage and slavery and 
death may be exposed to the redeeming rays of the Light of 
the world. 


Caesar’s Best Friend 


Though Church and State are constitutionally separated 
in our country, governments cannot prosper without the 
beneficent influence of the Christian Church. The Church 
of Jesus Christ is mankind’s greatest benefactor and the 
most reliable friend of government. When Pontius Pilate 
sent Jesus to the cross, he executed Him who had taught 
men to “render unto Caesar the things which are Caesar’s.” 
And when ,Nero ordered the beheading of St. Paul, he 
judicially murdered the same man who was teaching the 
Roman world: “Let every man be subject to the higher 
powers. '.. The powers that be are ordained of God... . 
He is a minister of God to thee for good.” 
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Even now the Christian Church is the most infldh 
friend and supporter of good government. By preai 
men into discipleship with Jesus Christ, she make 1 
better citizens. The State can appeal only to the mf 
of its subjects. It can operate only with general pring 
of morality, with threats, force, or the appeal to ff 
honor, and patriotism. The Church of Christ appeals 
consciences of men. First bringing them into the rigl 
lationship with God, she appeals to them to be subj@ 
God’s ordinance for the maintenance of peace and 4 
For conscience’ sake they should obey as well as 


| 
“tribute and custom” to their government. 
| 


No less does the Church of Jesus Christ teach the 
ful to live peaceably with all men, to respect the righ} 
others, to abstain from avenging themselves, and to ff 
bless, help, and pray for all who wrong or oppress t 
Indeed, she invites them to pray without ceasing fo 
men, for kings and for all that are in authority, thus 
moting the highest type of citizenship. 


Independence Day gives to each of us the opportt 
and invitation to hold court with ourselves and to ind 
into the quality of our relations to our government, 
priceless treasure from the hand of a loving God. 


A. Pointer 


The little boy took the pointer which the tea 
handed to him. But instead of pointing to the word on 
blackboard, he turned that pointer to himself in the de 
to attract attention to himself. 


That little incident, which caused the pupils in 
second grade to laugh, exemplifies the pitfalls into w. 
we can easily fall. By the words we speak, by the d 
we do, by the life we lead, we are to point those abou 
to the Savior of the world. Yet our perverse nature 
our corrupt flesh seeks to use our acts of love and 
words of kindness and witnessing not as a pointer 
directs others to the Savior, but as a pointer attrac 
attention to ourselves. 


Whenever we note that people are beginning to pr 
us for our accomplishments, we may well ask ourse 
the searching question: “Am | a pointer that attracts ot 
to the Lord, or have I turned that pointer in my | 
direction?” 


Freedom’s Golden Crown — 


Thrice blessed may this day be! On it the founda 
of a State was laid in which freedom of religion and 
science has been made a principle of government. Ble: 
be this land in which we enjoy this freedom. As citi: 
of this country let us work zealously, fight bravely, : 
if need be, shed our blood cheerfully that this country 1 
remain a free country and that it may, above all, re 
the golden crown of its freedom, namely religious libert; 
From an address delivered by Dr. C. F. W. Walthe: 
a meeting of a young people’s society, July 4, 1853. 
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THE LUTHERAN VN 


OSE LEAVES 


Lack of Fuel 


mce upon a time a man had a furnace which was not 
g his house satisfactorily. One day he became angry 
going to the basement, stood before the furnace and 
aimed: “Not one more lump of coal will you get until 
;give more heat.” The poor man froze to death. —If 
‘feel that your church is not giving you satisfactory re- 
i, that it is not growing fast enough, that the people are 
iendly enough, do not say: “Not one more penny will 
ive, not one more thing will I do, until conditions 
ge.” But if you will do your duty, attend services reg- 
ly, bring others with you, pay your dues promptly, take 
active part in the work of the congregation, in short, 
su will lend your hearty co-operation and full support 
ae church, you will bring about the desired improve- 
. Do not insist on getting results before you supply the 
or, like the man with the furnace, you will perish. — 
Northern Illinois Messenger. 


“Behold the Fowls of the Air’ 


ne of the outstanding miracles in the natural world 
e migration of birds. These pilgrims of the sky cover 
sands of miles over land and water each spring and 
ithout compass, map, or radar, yet they fly unerringly 
und from their winter quarters and their nesting 
nds. The ornithologists have sought diligently for the 
ons for the mass flights and for the principles that 
ie the birds, and have advanced a few explanations 
th are not entirely convincing. The simplest solution 
ne problem is that they travel by God- -given instincts 
powers of observation far surpassing man’s. For those 
watch and listen, the spring and fall migrations are 
iys fascinating. . 
‘he watcher is made mindful of God’s marvelous care 
ne birds and of His skill in guiding them through the 
less sky. Every child of God is of more value than 
eck of twittering, quarrelsome English sparrows or a 
of geese moving on mighty wings, and he can expect 
Heavenly Father to feed, clothe, and guide him as 
ly as He does the birds. — Sunday School Times. 


\ 


Mission Work in the Sky 


The plane is at your disposal any time you wish to 
2 it,’ Eric Lippert of Messiah, Oklahoma City, told 
. Earl Schmiesing of Zion. 

“his was the statement subsequent to a discussion about 
ing an aerial survey of the environs of Oklahoma City. 
or Schmiesing wished to get a better view of the 
unsion of the city in order to be in a better position 
ppraise future mission expansion. 

tev. Arthur Widiger, Chickasha, packed his photo- 
hic equipment and joined Pastor Schmiesing at the 
ort one day recently. The result is that the Council 
witheran Churches of Oklahoma City and other in- 
sted parties now have 50 aerial photographs of the 
arbs of Oklahoma City. 

If aerial photographs are an important asset to warfare 
ng nations, certainly the army of Jesus Christ can 
this means of determining its campaign with the Gos- 
” remarks Pastor Schmiesing. — Oklahoma District 
ion. 


Bete 1-9.5.6 
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| What's the Auton? 


Question: Did my pastor do right when he passed up in 
Communion a lad who had started instruction and quit? 


Answer: Yes, the young man knew that he was 
required to complete the course before he could be 
admitted to the Holy Supper and to church mem- 
bership. You do not state why he quit coming to the 
class, but in any event he had not arrived at the point 
where he could examine himself before partaking of 
the Holy Supper (1 Cor. 11:28). Therefore he should 
not have attempted to receive the Sacrament with 
the congregation. Had he spoken to the pastor in 
advance, as he should have done, this embarrassing 
situation would not have arisen. 


Question: Would it not be better to do away with offering 
envelopes for Communion? It gives one the feeling that one 
must pay for the privilege and seems especially objection- 
able since the money goes to the pastor for the purchase 
of the bread and wine. 


Answer: One of the writer’s former congregations 
had this custom but upon his suggestion abolished it. 
That suggestion was made primarily because of the 
unique manner in which the offerings were made. 
Where, however, these special offerings are placed 
into the basket along with the regular envelopes, a 
congregation cannot be faulted if it chooses to get its 
supply of bread and wine in this manner. It is 
squarely up to you to banish any thought that by this 
special offering you are paying for the privilege of 


receiving Holy Communion. That holds true of your 


other offerings, including all other good works. 


Question: When | recently saw The Unfinished Task, the 
crying need for pastors and missionaries portrayed in it 
made me ask myself whether our largest seminary should 
not offer the shortest and most practical course in theology, 
leaving those who are especially qualified to a longer and 
more scholarly study of the Holy Scriptures. Why this great 
emphasis on the theoretical Seminary? 


Answer: It would require much space to give an 
adequate answer to this question. Let me, however, 
refer you, first of all, to the Scriptural requirement 
that a man must be apt or able to teach before he 
may be admitted to the Christian ministry. He must 
be well versed in Scriptures, so that he may present 
its doctrines and principles correctly to his congre- 
gation as well as exhort and convince all gainsayers. 
That ability is not acquired in a short time. In addi- 
tion to this, a pastor in our day must have adequate 
education along other lines, so that he may properly 
cope with problems that arise. The church is not 
well served by men who do not have the proper train- 
ing. This need for adequate training is also recog- 
nized by other professions, such as those of medicine, 
dentistry, or law, or engineering, to which you espe- 
cially refer. Anyone who is sincerely interested in 
serving the Lord in the ministry will be glad to ac- 
quire the necessary training. To lower our standards 
will not serve the best interests of the church. 

Ov ES. 


REPORT ON “BUILDING 
FOR CHRIST” 


n March 20, 1955, our Lutheran 
O congregations from coast to 
‘ coast took part in “Building 
\ for Christ,’ a history-making effort 
pponducted in behalf of several 
Agencies of Christian mercy and 
Christian higher education within our 
circles. 

The money remitted to the Treas- 
urer of Synod for the fund totaled 
$4,734,334.93 as of April 30, 1956. 
How are these funds being used? 
What progress have the participating 
agencies made in their building plans? 
This article reports in brief on the 
status of their \plans. 


Mill Neck Ranor School 


The $150,000 set aside in the BFC 
offering for Mill Negk Manor Lu- 
theran School for the, Deaf at Mill 
Neck, Long Island, N.\ Y., is being 
used to convert the so-jcalled “farm 
group” of buildings for\ school use. 
Renovation of all but the 'gymnasium- 
auditorium has been completed. BFC 
has enabled the Mill Neck school to 
double its enrollment capacity and to 
serve 120 children. 


Deaconess Association 


The $250,000 allocated to the Dea- 
coness Chapter House near ‘the cam- 
pus of Valparaiso U. will’help the 
deaconess work within thé church. 
The Lutheran Deaconess ¢¥*sociation 
has purchased in Valparaiso, Ind., 
four and a half acres of laind, bounded 
on three sides by university property. 
Architectural plans hawe now been 
completed and approved. On May 13 
a ground-breaking service was con- 
ducted. The Chapter,/House wil! ac- 
commodate 75 students in a three- 
story modern buildimg. To supplement 
the $250,000 BFC grant, the Lutheran 
Women’s Missionary League gave 
$60,000 toward the cost of the Chap- 
ter House. 


Lutheran World Relief and 
Lutheran Refugee Service 


The collection included $400,000 for 
two Synod-related causes: Lutheran 
World Relief and Lutheran Reiugee 
Service. 

The BWR, of which Rev. Werner 
Kuntz of Detroit is Executive Secre- 
tary, has continued its relief work in 
Europe, Hong Kong, Formosa, india, 
Japan, and New Guinea. BFC finds 
have been used,to help care for refu- 
gees in Berlin, the majority of whom 
are of the Lutheran faith; for emer- 
gency medical attention to impov- 
erished people in East Germany and 
Poland, members, for the most part, 


8 


of Lutheran congregations; for medi- 


eal and food allowances to Chinese . 


refugees in Hong Kong, given under 
the direction of our Hong Kong mis- 
sionary staff; for assistance to Saint 
Paul’s Church, Naugatuck, Conn., 
whose property was ruined by flood 
waters. 

The BWR also plans to use a por- 
tion of its BFC money to cover nom- 
inal handling costs for the distribution 
of Government surplus food to the 
hungry abroad. Pastor Kuntz esti- 
mates: “We shall be able to distribute 
100 pounds of surplus American food 
at the amazingly low cost of $1.00.” 

The offering has also covered our 
church’s financial share toward LRS, 
established to help implement the 
Refugee and Relief Act of 1953, which 
will admit approximately 207,000 to 
the U. S. by the end of 1956. 


Bethesda Home 


The $1,700,000 share for Bethesda 
Lutheran Home, Watertown, Wis., 
was designated for the construction 
of four buildings: a large dormitory 
for men, a_ hospital, a _physical- 
therapy unit, and a parochial school. 
With building plans completed, Be- 
thesda is currently calling for bids. 
Ground for these buildings will be 
broken in mid-July. Meantime, re- 
modeling and renovation of the exist- 
ing facilities are being completed. 
Rev. Clarence F. Golisch, Bethesda’s 
superintendent, has reported that the 
publicity associated with BFC has 
helped make this school for the men- 
tally retarded widely known and 
aided in its operating-funds solici- 
tation. 


Valparaiso University 


A substantial percentage of °Val- 
paraiso’s share of $2,500,000 in BFC 
was to be expended to place the uni- 
versity on a solid financial footing, 
especially with reference to the con- 
struction of dormitories. Guild Hall 
and Memorial Hall, residences for 
women, were already in use at the 
time of the offering, while Dau 
Memorial Hall and Kreinheder Me- 
morial Hall, dormitories for men, 
were dedicated May 13. 

Construction of Valparaiso’s pro- 
posed new chapel-auditorium will 
begin in the late summer. Sketches 
and a brief description appeared in 
the Witness, April 10, 1956, p. 13. 

“Building for Christ” has thus 
rendered important and far-reaching 
help to the five participating agencies. 
It has enabled them substantially to 
enlarge and strengthen their sphere 
of service to Christ and His kingdom. 
May God richly bless those whose 
generous gifts to the fund have made 
this progress possible! 

EucENE R. BERTERMANN 
Executive Director 
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TAKE A NICKEL 


ake a nickel from your pocket or 

coin purse. Look at it intently. 

Then take five minutes of your 
time to meditate upon the five pen- 
nies it represents. 


Remember? Years ago that nickel 
would purchase one half of the items 
sold in five-and-tens. Years ago that 
nickel was the price of streetcar, bus, 
and subway fare, giving you passage 
for many miles within city bound- 
aries. Years ago that nickel would 
pay for the best cigar, the best candy 
bar, the best bottle of pop, or the best 
bag of peanuts at league baseball 
parks. 


But how the years have changed 
the purchasing power of that nickel! 
Are you still thinking about it? Then 
consider its present-day worth. 

Today that nickel pays only half 
of the tax on a pack of cigarettes. 
That nickel pays only one fourth of 
a streetcar or bus ride in St. Louis. 
That nickel pays only one seventh of 
the newsstand price of Good House- 
keeping. That nickel pays only one 
fourth of a special delivery stamp for 
first-class mail up to two pounds in 
weight. 

So you see that the nickel prac- 
tically has replaced the penny in 
value. That penny years ago humor- 
ously was referred to as “the church 
dollar.” Have you ever considered 
that today our nickel must become 
“the mission dollar’? 

Our members of the Western Dis- 
trict, and many pastors, too, hardly 
can grasp the enormity of a 13- 


. million-dollar budget for our Synod 


in 1956. They also squirm when the 
District needs are estimated at 
$1,198,000. Why, oh, why, do we 
not graduate these huge financial fig- 
ures to day-by-day, nickel-by-nickel 
goals? 

It is as simple as that. One nickel 
given each weekday by each com- 
municant for Synod and District mis- 
sions will exceed the budget require- 
ments of both. 

That “mission dollar,” the lowly 
nickel, given daily except Sundays, 
will keep “Our Venture of Faith” in 
“the black” this year. 


Surely, this is not asking too much 
— 30 cents for the six weekdays — six 
nickels each week for the extra work 
of our Lord (missions) —30 pennies 
brought to the Lord every Sunday, 
over and above what we contribute 
for home needs. 
One-hundred-per-cent participa- 
tion on the part of each communicant 
will spell the success of “Our Venture 
of Faith” without question. 
Pau. W. CzAMANSKE, Editor 
Western District Edition 
(Voice) 
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OPENING BUSINESS SESSION IN THE AUDITORIUM, WITH THE AUDIE 


Notes from the First Three 
Sessions of the Convention 


Rev. John W. Behnken, D.D., by an 
overwhelming majority was elected 
0 the Presidency of The Lutheran 
Church — Missouri Synod for his 
ighth consecutive term. 

Minnesota’s Governor Orville Free- 
man, St. Paul’s Mayor Joseph Dillon, 
und Minneapolis’ Mayor Eric G. Hoyer 
sersonally extended official greetings 
(0 the convention. 

Rev. Oscar Naumann, President of 
the Joint Synod of Wisconsin, was ap- 
slauded by the convention delegates 
sefore and after his message of 
sreeting. 

Among the special greetings read 
was one from President Dwight D. 
Risenhower addressed to Dr. Behnken. 

President Eisenhower’s message 
said that “because this meeting will 
include an observance of the one hun- 
Jredth anniversary of the establish- 
ment of Missouri Synod Lutheranism 
in Minnesota, I add a special word of 
congratulations to the members of 
your church in that state — men and 
women who carry on the tradition of 
faith and service begun by the mis- 
sionaries who in 1856 founded the 
first congregations in the area.” 

The message concluded with an 
expression of confidence that the 
story of the labors of these pioneers, 
impelled by trust in a righteous cause, 


t. Paul Synodical 


will continue to inspire both the 
clergy and laity to advance justice, 
brotherhood, and peace. 

Dr. Behnken led the convention 
delegates in prayer for the early and 
complete recovery of the President of 
the United States. 

The first resolutions to come be- 
fore the convention dealt with Syn- 
od’s manpower shortage. One asked 
the chairman to allow ample time for 
a graphic presentation of this prob- 
lem to the delegates. Another urged 
a multiple-parish arrangement wher- 
ever possible for the 500 congrega- 
tions of Synod numbering fewer than 
100 baptized members. A third called 


Convention, June 20, 1956 


NCE SINGING “A MIGHTY FORTRESS”’ 
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for a committee to analyze the re- 
quests for seminary graduates before 
calls are issued by the Board of 
Assignment. 

The City of St. Paul has a varia- 
tion of the key-to-the-city ceremony. 
Instead of a key, the token is a 12-inch 
replica of Carl Milles’ sculpture “In- 
dian God of Peace,” the 36-foot onyx 
statue on the concourse of City Hall. 

Mayor Dillon gave the Indian stat- 
uette to President Behnken; Vice- 
Presidents H. Harms, A. H. Grumm, 
W. F. Lichtsinn, F. A. Hertwig; Rev. 
A. H. Gamber, President of the Min- 
nesota District, and Henry J. Neils, 
Convention Committee chairman. 


COMMITTEE NO. 3 — DOCTRINAL AND INTERSYNODICAL MATTERS, meeting in preconvention 


sessions at Concordia College, St. Paul, June 15—-20: Seated, |. 


to r.: Prof. A. G. Merkens; Pres. 


H. Kleiner; W. L. Smith; Rev. L. V. Stephan; W. Affeldt; Dr. H. Grueber; Pres. T. A. Weinhold, 


vice-chairman; Pres. R. Wiederaenders, chairman; Prof. W. Stuenkel; W. C. Urbom. 


Standing: 


Rev. W. Streufert, Prof. M. J. Steege, Rev. G. A. W. Vogel, F. Gangelhoff, A. Leistico, Rev. R. 
Klann, P. W. Lueker, W. F. Guenther, Prof. V. Bartling. O. W. Richter, Rev. R. P. Albrecht, Pres. 
A. C. Nitz, Rev. A. E. Neitzel 
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EXCERPTS FROM 


“God’s Grace 


and Our Dedication” 


Presidential Address Delivered by President John W. Behnken at the Opening Session 
of the 43d Synodical Convention in St. Paul, Minn., June 20 


Text: “Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood 
of Jesus, by a new and living way which He hath consecrated for us through the 
veil, that is to say, His flesh, and having an high priest over the house of God, let 
us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled 
from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold fast 
the profession of our faith without wavering (for He is faithful that promised); and 
let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works; not forsaking 
the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is, but exhorting one 


another: and so much the more as ye see the Day approaching.” 


he writer to the Hebrews placed 

our text into a beautiful setting. 

He had compared Christ’s work 
of redemption, His death on Gol- 
gotha’s cross, with the work of the 
Old Testament priest. 

Then follow the impressive words 
of our text on the basis of which, 
under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, 
we shall direct our attention to the 
infinite grace which God has granted 
to our church and the wholehearted 
dedication this provokes. 


Three Great Solas 


God led our fathers to emphasize 
purity of doctrine, with special stress 
on the three great solas: by Scripture 
alone, by grace alone, by faith alone. 
God has blessed us with the preach- 
ing of “Jesus Christ and Him cruci- 
fied” as the only hope of salvation. 
Our church leads us to the cross of 
Christ, urges us to accept Him as our 
personal Redeemer, and assures us of 
eternal life by faith in Him. 

We now enjoy the precious priv- 
ilege of approaching God in His great 
glory and majesty without the veil of 
the Old Testament. We enter by a 
new and living way which Christ has 
consecrated for us, “through the veil, 
that is to say, His flesh.” 


A New Way 
The true High Priest has sprinkled 


our hearts from an evil conscience. 
He has washed and cleansed us from 
all sin. We are permitted to enter into 
the holiest by the blood of Jesus. That 


is the new way. Jesus Himself is the 
Way. In Him we have direct access 
to the Father. 

What a wonderful blessing! What 
infinite grace! And let us not forget 


that in our dear church this is offered 
in all its fullness. You know definitely 
that you are permitted to enter the 
holiest because you come with the 


10 


(Heb, 10:19-25.) 


Dr. J. W. Behnken 


blood of Jesus. There is nothing more 
glorious anywhere. God grant that 
we may ever appreciate it as infinite 
grace bestowed on us. 


“Draw Near” 


God’s infinite grace will surely 
bear rich fruit. That grace generates 
faith, enkindles fervent love, arouses 
unflinching loyalty, incites undying 
faithfulness. 

After setting forth the infinite 
grace of God, the apostle sounds three 
exhortations. “Let us draw near,” he 
says. In implicit, childlike faith we 
approach God and accept the bless- 
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ings which Christ has procured for 
us. They become our very own for 
time and for eternity. 


“Hold Fast’ 


“Let us hold fast the profession of 
our faith without wavering,” is the 
apostle’s second exhortation. The 
faith we profess embodies more than 
the deity of Christ and the perfect 
redemption which He wrought. The 
faith we profess includes also the 
other truths He taught. 

God has graciously. blessed our be- 
loved Synod with purity of doctrine 
for 109 years. That is marvelous 
mercy. We cannot thank God suffi- 
ciently for this blessing. 

At this time, however, we face the 
sad fact that in the Synodical Con- 
ference we stand accused of false doc- 
trine and of causing divisions and of- 
fenses contrary to the doctrine ot 
Scripture. 

If these charges can be substanti- 
ated on the basis of Scripture, they 
should be acknowledged and cor- 
rected. If, on the other hand, they 
cannot be proved with clear state- 
ments of Holy Writ, they should be 
withdrawn. God’s Word must decide 
these issues. Our position is clear 
We must hold fast the profession o} 
our faith unflinchingly, unyieldingly 


‘“‘Consider .. . Provoke’”’ 


“And let us consider one anothe: 
to provoke unto love and good works,’ 
the apostle concludes. We Christian: 
live not merely for ourselves but alsc 
for others. We should rejoice to se« 
also our fellow Christians lead a life 
of consecrated service. In fact, we 
should provoke them and incite ther 
to love and good works. 

The apostle says: “Not forsakins 
the assembling of ourselves togethe1 
as the manner of some is, but exhort- 
ing one another.” Have we people 
who have become listless, cold, anc 
indifferent to God and His Word’ 
There we have opportunity for ex- 
horting and provoking. 

This applies equally to congrega- 
tions and their relations to one an- 
other. We have a Synod, not for the 
sake of an organization but to be ir 
a better position to carry out the 
Lord’s great assignment. 

We are meeting in convention alsc 
for this purpose. We are eager to en- 
kindle in the heart of every delegate 
a burning desire to share with sin-los' 
but blood-redeemed souls, at home 
and abroad, the marvelous love of ou 
Savior and His wonderful redemption 
We desire to provoke one another tc 
greater eagerness to train more pas- 
tors, teachers, and missionaries. 

With our eyes on Christ, with oun 
hearts relying on His grace, let u: 
joyfully accept the greatest challenge 
in the history of our church. 
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EXCERPTS FROM 


“Stand Fast 


and Be Courageous!” 


Sermon Preached by Second Vice-President Arnold H. Grumm at the Opening Service 
of the 43d Synodical Convention in St. Paul, Minn., June 20 


Text: “But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren, beloved 
of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through 
sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth, whereunto He called you by our 
Gospel to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, brethren, 
stand fast and hold the traditions which ye have been taught, whether by word or our 
epistle. Now our Lord Jesus Christ Himself and God, even our Father, which hath 
loved us and hath given us everlasting consolation and good hope through grace, 
comfort your hearts and stablish you in every good word and work.” (2 Thess. 


2:13-17.) 


ur churches have sent us, their 

delegates, to meet in St. Paul in 

order to hear reports on work 

done and to plan the work of the Lord 
for the next three years. 

How much of this program shall 
we translate into action in the next 
triennium? Shall we go forward? 
As a divine directive let me bring you 
St. Paul’s exhortation to the Thessa- 
lonians and to us: “Stand fast and be 
courageous!” 


Loyalty 


“Stand fast,” says the apostle, 
“and hold the traditions which ye 
have been taught, whether by word 
or our epistle.” The “traditions” of 
which St.Paul speaks are not the 
traditions and speculations of men but 
the teachings of God passed on to the 
Thessalonians and to us by God’s 
chosen ‘apostle. Paul had delivered 
some of these teachings by word of 
mouth when he was in Thessalonica. 
Today we have his epistles in writing. 
God speaks to us through the apostle. 

God wants us to stand firm on 
His Word, to trust His Christ in that 
Word, to work with the Word. God 
has always asked for that kind of 
loyalty from His people. 


Vows of Loyalty 


You made a vow of loyalty when 
you were received as a communicant 
member of the church. Every pastor 
and teacher in our churches and 
schools pledges that his teaching and 
the performance of his duties will be 
in conformity with the Holy Scrip- 
tures and our Confessions. 

Every congregation of Synod is 
pledged to the Word of God. We 
have kept that pledge, by the grace 
of God, for 109 years; and today the 
apostle still says to this convention: 


Brethren, delegates, continue to stand 


fast. Continue to be loyal to the Word 
of God. 
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Reason for Loyalty 


Continue to be loyal. Why? Be- 
cause we have received a heritage 
from pious and God-fearing fore- 
fathers? To a degree, yes. But the 
“therefore” of the apostle, the answer 


‘to our “why?” goes back to God Him- 


self, to God’s love. The apostle speaks 
of us as the “beloved of the Lord.” 

How can this be? There is nothing 
lovely for God to see in us. We are 
weak and selfish. Our carnal mind 
does not want the living God. Never- 
theless, Paul calls us “beloved of the 
Lord.” Why? ‘ 

A miracle has happened to us. 
How so? God decided to send His Son 
into the world to become a curse 
for us. In His Son He saw us and 
chose us to be His beloved. He called 
us unto salvation by His Gospel. 

Hold fast to the Word. Keep a grip 
on the Word of truth. Live in the 
Word itself. From that Word and 
through it the Holy Spirit will bring 
you true conviction and freedom. He 
has promised that. To the truth be 
loyal. It alone can make you free. 


Witnesses Needed 


Before Paul and his associates lay 
a pagan world to be won for Christ. 
Mission fields had been opened in 
Asia Minor. Flourishing congrega- 
tions had been set up in Philippi, 
Thessalonica, and Corinth. But the 
apostle would work in Ephesus and 
Rome. He planned to go to far-off 
Spain. Every available witness was 
needed. Every potential worker sit- 
ting idly by was holding back the for- 
ward march of the banners of Christ. 

Today the pressure on the church 
to tell men of the Christ who alone 
can save is even greater. The forces 
of unbelief are still on the march in 
many lands. Men are groping for 
something eternal and unchangeable. 
We must give them something posi- 
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tive. We must tell them of the 
changeless Christ, who is ready to 
come and bring them to the Father. 


Work to Be Done 


This convention will act on a com- 
prehensive program of evangelism 
and world missions, of training more 
workers and putting more of our peo- 
ple to work in the Kingdom, of build- 
ing the home and the family, of reach- 
ing out through every means of com- 
munication to tell men of Christ —a 
program that seeks to enroll all of our 
people, that they may be “stablished” 
in every good word and work. It is a 
program that makes demands on our 
hearts and lives, asks for large offer- 
ings for Christ, and appeals to the 
total man. 

What will we do with that pro- 
gram? Dare we refuse to accept the 
complete challenge that is before us? 


Courage to Go Forward 


We need a high measure of cour- 
age for this kind of challenge, 
St. Paul’s kind of courage. Its source 
is “our Lord Jesus Christ, and God, 
even our Father, which hath loved us 
and given us everlasting consolation 
and good hope through grace.” 

Paul knew no other source of con- 
fidence and courage than the cross. 
There God settled once and for all 
the issues of sin and death, of life 
and eternity. Now we know that we 


are fighting a defeated enemy. We 
know that God is for us all the way 
and that nothing can be against us. 
Stand fast and firm and hold to the 
truth. It is the power of God. Be 


courageous in every good word and 
work, doing the things God gives us 
to do, with the cross of Jesus always 
going before us. 
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him through a long siege of severe 
sickness and ultimately called him to 
eternal rest. 

The free conferences in Europe, 
known as Bad Boll Meetings, did 
much to cement the relationship be- 
tween the three Free Church bodies 
which are in pulpit and altar fellow- 
ship. The meetings also provided an 
excellent opportunity to acquaint 
churchmen with whom we had had 
no contact for many years with the 
doctrinal position of our Synod and 
to exert a real influence for Scriptural 
Lutheranism. 

Lutherans all over the world are 
asking, “What will The Lutheran 
Church — Missouri Synod do?” Some 
have predicted that Synod will aban- 
don its former stalwart position. Some 
great theologians, not of our Synod, 
have stated that our Synod and those 
in fellowship with us are the last hope 
of true Lutheranism. Many are pray- 
ing most fervently for us. 


Progress 


A matter which surely causes our 
hearts to leap for joy is the remark- 
able growth of missions in North 
America, South America, Central 
America, and in countries beyond the 
oceans. God has opened one door 
after another. Our Mission Boards 
and the District Mission Boards have 
been alert and have taken advantage 
of the God-given opportunities. 

The synodical and District Boards 
for Parish Education have done ex- 
cellent work during the past trien- 
nium. There is a growing interest in 


the establishment of parish schools. 
New schools were opened and exist- 
ing schools were enlarged. The ex- 
ceptional increase in Sunday school 
and vacation Bible school enrollments, 
the growth in the number of junior 
and adult Bible classes and Bible in- 
stitutes surely calls for praise and 
gratitude to God. 

The convention will rejoice to hear 
about the work done by its Steward- 
ship Department, Student Service 
Commission, Armed Services Com- 
mission, Board for Young People’s 
Work, Television Productions Com- 
mittee, Pension Department, Social 
Welfare Department, and other boards 
and committees. Special mention 
must be made of the work done by 
Synod’s Board of Trustees, which in- 
vests Synod’s Endowment Fund raised 
by the Lutheran Laymen’s League 
and presented to Synod in 1920, the 
growing Pension Fund, and the lega- 
cies, or bequests, which were desig- 
nated for specific purposes. 

Your President sought to maintain 
contact with the auxiliary organiza- 
tions within Synod: the Lutheran 
Laymen’s League, the Lutheran Wom- 
en’s Missionary League, and the Wal- 
ther League. These organizations 
manifest a sincere desire to keep up 
a fine and proper relationship with 
Synod and its work. 


Finances 


During the past triennium another 
special financial effort, “Building for 
Christ,’ was conducted with success. 
(See page 8.) 

The financial contributions of our 
people have increased steadily. In 
1955 an all-time high was reached in 
contributions for all purposes. Con- 
tributions for Synod have also in- 


PRECONVENTION MEETING of Synod’s Board of Directors and officers in St. Louis, May 31 to 
June 1. L. to r.: Dr. L. B. Meyer, Planning Counselor, Dr. A. H. Grumm, Dr. H. Harms, Dr. F. A. 
Hertwig, Dr. E. J. Gallmeyer, Dr. O. R. Harms, Dr. M. F. Kretzmann, Dr. J. W. Behnken, Dr. W. H. 
Schlueter, John W. Boehne, Jr., Dr. E. 1. Bernthal, T. H. Schlake, Henry Buck, Clarence Amling, 
R. C. Rauscher, Controller. Not on picture: Rev A. H. Oswald, Dr. W. F. Lichtsinn. 
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creased. It must be noted, however, 
that percentagewise Synod has not re- 
ceived as much of the total contribu- 
tions as it did in 1927. At that time 
congregations contributed an average 
of 12 per cent to Synod. This has de- 
creased to 7 per cent. 

Last summer at the Fiscal and Vis- 
itors’ Conference the repeated clamor 
from the field not to have frequent 
extra collections but to include every- 
thing, also the capital investment 
funds, in the annual budget, was given 
thorough consideration. After prayer- 
ful deliberation the conference re- 
solved to include everything in the 
budget, which resulted in a greatly 
increased budget for 1956, a total of 
$12,900,000. 

Will our people contribute this 
amount? It is needed for the work in 
the Savior’s kingdom. Synod’s Stew- 
ardship Department has been doing 
intensive work to bring full informa- 
tion and proper motivation to all our 
people. The members of the Steward- 
ship Department tell us that “Our 
Venture of Faith” is proving to be 
successful and will persuade more 
and more of our people to become 
better stewards. 


Acknowledgments 


Your President consulted repeat- 
edly with the Vice-Presidents about 
important issues. Your President and 
Vice-Presidents and the District Pres- 
idents had special sessions in connec- 
tion with meetings of Synod’s Fiscal 
Conference and the Board of Assign- 
ment. Two meetings of the College 
of Presidents were arranged to give 
attention to the state. of the church. 

For the past several years Synod’s 
Board of Directors has met annually 
with the Board of Trustees of Valpa- 
raiso University in order to become 
better acquainted with the work and 
the needs of our Lutheran university. 
The proportionate share which Val- 
paraiso is receiving from the “Build- 
ing for Christ” collection will enable 
the Board of Trustees to place the 
university on a better financial foot- 
ing and to build the chapel-audito- 
rium, which is to serve the twofold 
purpose of providing a place for daily 
devotions for the entire student body 
and for cultural activities. 

Permit me to acknowledge with 
thanks the kind co-operation of the 
Vice-Presidents, the various synodical 
departments, boards, and commissions, 
especially the Board of Directors and 
its counselor, the Fiscal Office, the 
Treasurer and Controller of Synod, 
and the entire personnel at the Lu- 
theran Building. All have given of 
their time, talents, and efforts for 
Kingdom work and, under the gra- 
cious and bountiful blessings of God, 
have helped to make Synod’s work 
successful. May God graciously re- 
ward them. 


HOW MUCH SHALL 
| GIVE? 


ach month the Lord gives our 

home four hundred dollars. We 

are to use this money as faithful 
stewards. God has given it to us to 
buy food with. But shall it be ground 
beef or T-bone steak? The Lord 
wants us to use some of it for clothes. 
Shall I buy a new hat for style, or 
will the old one serve my needs just 
as well? Shall I patch my boy’s blue 
jeans and let him wear patched ones 
to school, or shall I throw them away 
and buy new ones? The Lord has 
given us all good things to enjoy; so 
He is willing for us to have a TV set, 
rugs on the floor, an automatic washer 
and drier. But maybe He would want 
me to do without rugs or make the 
old washer do another year. The 
Lord is willing that we save some for 
a rainy day or old age. But just how 
much? How shall we decide what to 
do with our income? 

First, we take our problem to the 
Lord in prayer: “Dear heavenly 
Father, we thank Thee for the worldly 
goods Thou hast given into our hands. 
We know that without health and 
strength from Thee and without Thy 
blessing we could earn no such 
amount. Please make us _ faithful 
stewards of this money, and let it be 
used to Thy glory. Show us how to 
use it to the best advantage for our 
own needs and the needs of our fel- 
low men.” 

Knowing that God gives us the 
answers to most of our problems in 
the Scriptures, we turn to the Bible 
for help. There we read much about 
the offerings God expects from His 
people. Nowhere do we find any in- 
structions how to divide the expenses 
of the church and that each one pay 
an equal part. Nowhere do we read 
that we should look at the church 
budget and give accordingly. Nor do 
we read that the Lord wants all His 
money back except for the bare ne- 
cessities we need to sustain life. 

In the Old Testament we read 
again and again that God asks for 
first fruits. So it seems to me that 
before we spend anything of the sal- 
ary, we must first take out an offering 
for the Lord. But how much shall 
I take out? Again we read that God’s 
people took out ten per cent. So we 
think we can surely do no less than 
to take out that much. 

Therefore at the beginning of each 
month $40 goes into a box in our 
home marked “Lord’s Treasury.” 
When it comes time to fill our en- 
velopes each Sunday, we go to the 
Lord’s Treasury for money. When the 
children want an offering to take to 
Jesus in Sunday school and church, 
we do not reach into our pocket and 
hope we have some small change to 
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give them. They, too, make their 
gifts from the Lord’s Treasury. Does 
it seem as if our church is always 
asking for money? No, rather they 
are showing us opportunities in which 
we can invest some of the Lord’s 
Treasury. 


Having set aside this ten per cent, 
does that mean we can use the 90% 
any way we please? No, this, too, 
must be used according to God’s com- 
mandment to “do all to the glory of 
God.” 


Do we feel that we have reached 
perfection in this matter of giving? 
No. From time to time the Lord has 
moved us to give special thankoffer- 
ings. We need ever to pray that we 
may be faithful stewards of the money 
the Lord has committed to our care. 


When I was a high school girl 


clerking in a store on Saturdays and 
earning $1.50 a week, I put 15 cents 
into the Lord’s Treasury. When we 
began housekeeping on $70 a month, 
$7 went into the Lord’s Treasury. As 
the Lord has increased His gifts to us, 
it has been part of the joy that we 
could also increase our gifts to Him. 
It is no harder to give the $40 a month 
now than it was to give the 15 cents 
twenty years ago. In fact, giving the 
Lord His share first is an easy way 
to give. 

When your heart is filled with love 
to your Savior and you see the needs 
of His church, so many of which are 
unmet, how do you decide how much 
to give? May the Lord guide us all 
in our thinking so that His will may 
be done among us. 


Illinois HovusEewIFE 


STEWART B. DALE JOHN F. MURRAY STUDIO 


Plains States regional family life workshop, Omaha, May 1 and 2 
Dr. O. E. Feucht stands at the right 


FAMILY LIFE WORKSHOP 


ome 60 lay and clerical leaders of 

Synod met at First Lutheran 

Church, Omaha, May 1 and 2 for 
Synod’s Plains States regional family- 
life workshop. 

The purpose of the workshop was 
to acquaint District leaders with the 
program of family-life training and 
guidance as developed by the Family 
Life Committee of Synod. These 
leaders will relay the program to con- 
ferences and circuits of their respec- 
tive Districts. From the circuit level 
the program will be brought to the 
parish level and then to the individual 
family within the parish. 

Projection of the program involves 
the training of pastors; teachers; el- 
ders; youth, adult, educational, LLL 
and LWML leaders. The committee 
is convinced of its proper approach to 
the family-life problem. A good be- 
ginning has been made in the four 
workshops conducted in St. Louis, 
River Forest, Minneapolis, and Amar- 
illo, Tex. 

The program covers these major 
areas: marriage counseling, mixed 
marriages, divorce and disintegration 
of the home, parish visitation, new 
families and their integration, prob- 
lems of the aged, family worship, 
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techniques of moving fringe families 
into the core of the congregation, 
winning entire families for Christ, 
church-home co-operation, parent 
training, youth counseling in matters 
of courtship and engagement, teen- 
age problems, and young married 
couples’ clubs. 

Recent books, pamphlets, and 
tracts dealing with many phases of 
family life were interpreted. Demon- 
strations were held of audio-visual 
aids for family-life education. 


At the Omaha workshop, Dr. O. E. 
Feucht, Synod’s Executive Secretary 
of Adult Education and Chairman of 
the Family Life Committee, was as- 
sisted in his presentation by Rev. Wil- 
bert J. Fields, university pastor at 
Ames, Iowa, and Dr. Erdmann W. 
Frenk of Joliet, Il., also a member 
of the committee. 

“Healthy and happy families are 
neither accidental nor incidental,” 
said Dr. Feucht. “They are the in- 
evitable result of certain factors and 
forees which invariably go into the 
making of happy homes. It is up to 
the church to recognize these forces 
aud to make them operative in the 
lives of the families of the church. 
We must ever remember that as the 
homes go, so goes the church.” 

ErDMANN W. FRENK 


ia 


Pastors of large congregations 
who met May 28 at Concordia Semi- 
nary, Springfield, Ill., heard Dr. Wal- 
ter A. Baepler, president of the school, 
emphasize concern for the individual. 
Dean Henry J. Eggold of the Spring- 
field seminary pleaded for lay partici- 
pation, as did Dr. A. R. Kretzmann, 
who deplored the “enormous amount 
of needless detail” heaped on the min- 
istry. Other speakers to address the 
60-member group at its fourth annual 
seminar were Drs. E. W. Frenk, W. F. 
Wolbrecht, and A. O. Fuerbringer. 


Legalization of bingo in New 
York was strongly opposed by the 
executive committee of the United 
Lutheran Synod of New York and 
New England. The statement which 
the committee approved urged the 
230,000 members of the synod to 
refrain from all forms of gambling 
under any sponsorship. 

“In all the New Testament,” said 
the statement, which will be read to 
the synod’s 360 congregations by their 
pastors, “there is presented only one 
method of financing the church, 
namely, by freewill offerings deter- 
mined on the basis of a definite pro- 
portion of one’s income. Every other 
method of raising funds is without 
any Scriptural sanction and militates 
directly against the chief purpose of 
the congregation’s existence, for it 
makes the members money-minded 
instead of God-minded. All but free- 
will giving are unscriptural and detri- 
mental to the progress of the church.” 


Church news ought to be near the 
top of the list of human activities 
chronicled in daily newspapers, Ocie 
Reichler, editor of the Yonkers 


(N.Y.) Herald Statesman, told the 
27th convention of the National Reli- 
gious Publicity Council meeting in 
New York. 

Newspapers “have an opportunity 
to do the biggest and most sacred job 
assigned to the press or to any other 
media. ... It is to serve the needs 
of readers more fully,” he said, “in an 
area of mightiest value to them — to 
bring to them the nearness and value 
that religion has to offer.” 


Mount Calvary Church, Denver, 
draws a subsidy from the Colorado 
District Mission Board because the 
congregation serves a “changing com- 
munity.” This term assumed new 
meaning when on March 25 the pas- 
tor, Rev. Walter Lang, confirmed a 
class of 13 adults. Among them is 
a former DP from Germany; a Yuma, 
Colo., rancher, who used his airplane 
to make the 320-mile trip for class 
meetings; and an invalid who re- 
ceived instruction in his home and 
was brought to the confirmation serv- 
ice in his wheel chair. The class also 
included three Negroes, one a Denver 
attorney, and three former Roman 
Catholics. In the past year, Mount 
Calvary has grown from 330 to 424 
communicants; its day school enroll- 
ment, from 76 to 103. 


Though social integration must be 
recognized as a step toward Christian 
brotherhood, there should be no reli- 
gious integration, Bishop H. B. Shaw 
of Wilmington, Del., told the 35th 
quadrennial convention of the African 
Methodist Episcopal Zion Church in 
Pittsburgh. Declaring that he was 
speaking for the denomination’s bish- 
ops, the head of the body’s ninth 


AT GUARDIAN CHURCH, DEARBORN, /'CH., 30 children were baptized April 22 by Rev. T. H. 


Voss (extreme right), pastor. The chil«r 


1 are shown with their parents and sponsors. The con- 


gregation, founded in 1948, has 536 members and 929 souls. 
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Episcopal District said: “The churck 
is too essential to the Negro .. . te 


be lost in the shuffle of integration 
Developed by the Negro in slavery 
his church always has offered hir 
political guidance, entertainment, cul- 
tural development, and self-expres- 


HARRIS & EWING 


LOUIS P. LOCHNER (right), Pulitzer Prize for. 
eign correspondent, received in Washington 
D. C., the Officer’s Cross of the Order of Meri 
from Ambassador Heinz L. Krekeler of the 
Federal Republic of Germany, April 16. Pres: 
ident Theodore Heuss bestowed the recognitior 
on Dr. Lochner, January 9. 


“My government,”’ the ambassador said in the 
presentation to Dr. Lochner, ‘‘would like t 
acknowledge the great service which you a: 
journalist and humanitarian have rendered the 
Federal Republic of Germany in its peacefu 
return to, and acceptance into, the circle of free 
nations. Already before the war, as corre: 
spondent of the Associated Press and presiden 
of the American Chamber of Commerce ir 
Berlin, you distinguished yourself by your ob: 
jective and impartial reporting. 

“When the end of the war had come, agains 
which you had personally warned those ir 
power in the Third Reich, you did not despaii 
of the people in the face of the destruction anc 
rubble of a defeated Germany, but you hac 
unshaken faith in the good of man. You were 
the first American journalist who had the 
courage to step forward with a word of hope 
for the defeated country as a future democratic 
Germany, that the real Germany was not lost 


“After your return to the United States you 
became very active in the preparation anc 
carrying out of the package action of the 
former President Hoover, which helped count- 
less persons in Germany over the worst hunger. 


“Your latest book you named Always the 
Unexpected. Everyone who had come in touch 
with you as a veteran of American journalism 
knows that you have always done what was 
expected of you.” 

Dr. Lochner is a member of the Editorial Boare 
of the ‘‘Lutheran Witness’’ and president of the 
Overseas Press Club. ; 
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A Sunday school teacher for 40 
years, Mrs. Minnie Schorling of Em- 
manuel Church, Fresno, Calif., told 
4 newspaper reporter that parents 
should “take their children to Sunday 
school” and not “send them to get rid 
of them for a few hours.” Interviewed 
before a Whitsunday service, in which 
Emmanuel’s pastor, Rev. J. P. Uhlig, 
paid tribute to the congregation’s 
Sunday school teachers, Mrs. Schor- 
ling stated: “I love the work and 
never tire of it. There is a lot of 
satisfaction in knowing that I am 
doing something for the Lord.” 


Lutheran Hospital, Brooklyn, on 
May 6 commemorated the 75th anni- 
versary of its founding. It was the 
fifth Lutheran hospital organized in 
the U.S. and was incorporated under 
the laws of the State of New York 
on June 30, 1881. 

Approximately 150 physicians and 
dentists are on the staff. A newly 
established hard-of-hearing clinic is 
one of the few in New York City. 
An addition of two floors, constructed 
in 1955, helped increase the bed ca- 
pacity to 153 plus 28 bassinets and 
added a recovery room unit. 

The chaplaincy service is main- 
tained under the supervision of Rev. 
Henry W. Kratzke, pastor of Bethany 
Church, Bellaire. Adolph T. Hen- 
ninger of Flushing Heights is presi- 
dent of the Lutheran Hospital Asso- 
ciation. 

Rev. Herbert H. Gallman of Jersey 
City, N.J., preached the anniversary 
sermon; President Herman J. Rippe 
of the Atlantic District and Rev. Mar- 
tin C. Duchow of the District’s Wel- 
fare Committee officiated. Dr. Ed- 
ward Rechlin was the organist. 


At 75th-Anniversary Service, Lutheran Hospital, 
Brooklyn, |. to r.: Adolph T. Henninger, presi- 
dent of Lutheran Hospital Association; Otto C. 
Etterwendt, chairman, Board of Trustees; Rev. 
Herman J. Rippe; and Rev. Herbert H. Gallman. 
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Rev. Rudolph P. F. Ressmeyer (right) has been pastor of the congregation since 1954. 


BAGATELLE, FREEPORT, N. Y. 


AT OUR REDEEMER CHURCH, SEAFORD, N. Y., 53 CHILDREN WERE CONFIRMED ON PENTECOST. 


Vicar 


Theodore Knepper (left) is a Springfield Seminary student. The addition of more than 300 com- 
municants during the past two years has increased the congregation’s membership to 650. 
To accommodate the 750-member Sunday school and the newly established day school, the 
parish is launching a $300,000 expansion program. The Seaford church is 30 miles from the 


heart of New York City. 


Prof. Frederick S. Wenger’s re- 
tirement in June ended his 33-year 
teaching career at Concordia Semi- 
nary, Springfield, Ill., and closed a 
record of synodical service which be- 
gan with his graduation from the 
St. Louis Seminary in 1900. The 
Swiss-born professor, who also taught 
at Luther College, New Orleans, and 
held pastorates in Minnesota and 
Missouri, was recently honored by 
members of the Springfield faculty, 
Board of Control, and student body. 


The Planning Committee of the 
White House Conference on Educa- 
tion recommended to President Eisen- 
hower that pupils attending religious 
and other private schools receive 
“basic health and safety services” at 
public expense. The extent to which 
the services should go and the ques- 
tion of which public funds should pro- 
vide them should be determined at 
state and community levels, the com- 
mittee added. 

About 12% of all pupils in ele- 
mentary and secondary schools are 
in nonpublic schools. In some com- 
munities private schools are so nu- 
merous, the report stated, that they 
“directly affect the organization of 
public school districts.” 

According to the committee, con- 
tinued study of the question of sep- 
aration of church and state as it re- 
lates to schools is necessary at na- 
tional, state, and community levels. 

“Auxiliary services of a nonedu- 
cational nature, such as hot lunches, 
certain medical services, and bus 
transportation,” the appendix to the 
report asserted, “could well be pro- 
vided also for children attending non- 
public schools out of funds provided 
by the federal government.” 
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The newly formed Ohio Christian 
School Association is planning to 
build in Columbus a $1,000,000, non- 
sectarian Christian school with a full 
12-grade curriculum and ultimately 
to establish similar schools throughout 
the state. Behind the association are 
members of the Christian Reformed 
body, which proposes to erect a 
church in Columbus this summer. 


A $40,000 contribution toward the 
building of a Law School on Val- 
paraiso University’s East Campus was 
made by Harry J. W. Niehaus, who 
last year gave the university $10,000 
in the form of a law library. Mr. and 
Mrs. Niehaus, now of Valparaiso, Ind., 
formerly lived in St. Louis, where he 
was a member of the Concordia Pub- 
lishing House Board of Directors. 


The Bible Presbyterian Churches 
at their 19th General Synod in Saint 
Louis severed relations with the fun- 
damentalist American Council of 
Christian Churches and the Interna- 
tional Council of Christian Churches. 
Dr. Carl McIntire of Collingswood, 
N.J., a leader of the Bible Presby- 
terian group, founder of the American 
Council and president of the Interna- 
tional Council, did not attend the 
synod meeting in St. Louis. Before the 
withdrawal vote, delegates charged 
that the two agencies had “undemo- 
cratic leadership” and “exaggerated” 
their membership statistics. 

Dr. R. Laird Harris of Faith Theo- 
logical Seminary, Elkins Park, Pa., 
said the denomination’s break with 
the councils reflected no disagreement 
over church doctrine but a “dissatis- 
faction with certain administrative 
actions and policies.” He added that 
Dr. McIntire continues in “good 
standing” as a minister of the Bible 
Presbyterian Churches. 
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“Too much church flavor for such 
a general commercial series” was 
given as the reason for NBC’s can- 
cellation of the last three of six Lu- 
theran TV programs scheduled for 
presentation on the network’s “Mat- 
inee Theater.” Rev. O. H. Hove, 
chairman of Lutheran Television As- 
sociates, sponsors of the series, said 
this objection came from some affil- 
iates of NBC, which took the action 
“reluctantly.” Lutheran Television 
Associates represents the United Lu- 
theran Church in America, Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church, American 
Lutheran Church, and Augustana Lu- 
theran Church. 


Lankenau Hospital, Philadelphia, 
is the only non-Catholic beneficiary 
in the distribution of a $14,000,000 
trust fund among the 29 beneficiaries 
named-by Francis A. Drexel, a part- 
ner in the J. P. Morgan banking firm, 
who died in 1885. His last heir, a 
daughter, Mother Katherine, a nun, 
died in 1955. The hospital, operated 
by Lutheran deaconesses (ULCA), 
will receive about $420,000. 


The Pocket Testament League in 
the past six months has sent to Africa 
more than a million copies of the 
Gospel of St. John in seven tribal lan- 
guages. 

“Never before have there been so 
many people in Africa who could 
read,” Alfred A. Kunz, the league’s 
international secretary said, “and 
never before has there been such a 
hunger for the Word of God in printed 
form. This is a tremendous new mis- 
sionary challenge.” Three teams of 
evangelists — including representa- 
tives of the league and interpreters — 
traveling out of Nairobi, Kenya, in 
sound trucks have averaged six meet- 
ings a day, he said. After each meet- 
ing, Scripture portions are distributed. 


Bach’s Clavieriibung, Part II, was 
presented March 18 at Bethlehem 
Church, Saginaw, Mich., by Herbert 
Gotsch, M. Mus. The title page of 
the first edition of this now seldom 
performed work describes the com- 
position as “consisting in various pre- 
ludes on the Catechism and other 
hymns for the organ... .” 

After this portion of the series was 
published in 1739, Lorenz Mizler, an 
outstanding critic of his day, wrote 
that Bach had here “given new proof 
that ... no one will surpass him and 
few will be able to imitate him.” 

E. W. Klammer, manager of the 
Music Department of Concordia Pub- 
lishing House, who sent the program 
to the WITNESS, commented: “I think 
it is particularly significant that one 
of our teachers presented this work.” 


A permanent commission on wor- 
ship in the Methodist Church was 
created by its General Conference in 
Minneapolis “to enrich and not to 
govern the devotional life of the 
church.” The commission will ‘“en- 
courage by means of manuals and 
other publications; by seminars, work- 
shops, and any other media good taste 
and practice in the conduct of wor- 
ship, church music, church architec- 
ture, and the use of arts in the 
church”; supervise future editions of 
the Book of Worship; and recommend 
possible future editions of the Metho- 
dist Hymnal. 

The conference’s approval of a 
constitutional amendment making it 
easier for Negro churches and con- 
ferences to move into the regular 
geographical conferences and jurisdic- 
tions drew praise from both white 
Southern and Negro bishops. “It is 
the right of choice rather than the 
rigid compulsion of the law as it now 
stands that gives us hope for the 


THERE WERE FIVE 1956 GRADUATES AMONG THE 12 CHILDREN OF REV. AND MRS. PAUL W. 
LUDWIG, SR., WHITE HALL, NAVASOYS, TEX., where he is pastor of Salem Church: Richard 


from Concordia Seminary, St. Louis; 


Austin; David, Navasota High Schoo!: and Thekla, Navasota Elemeritary School. 
enter the St. Louis Seminary; David, the Texas Concordia. 
to r.: John, Paul, Jr., Philip, Robert, Eunice, Ted, 


Grace Church, Brenham, Tex. Standing, I. 


‘ohn, Rice Institute, Houston; Ted, Concordia College, 


Ted will 
Their brother Paul, Jr., is pastor of 


David, Richard. Seated: Elizabeth, Thekla, Pastor and Mrs. Ludwig, Tom, Charlotte. 
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future,” said Bishop J. W. E. Bowen 
of Atlanta, president of the Central 
Jurisdiction’s college of bishops. 


Mrs. Walter N. Hoppe, Lakewood, 
Ohio, first vice-president of the 
LWML and a former national presi- 


dent of the Val- 
paraiso University 
Guild, at the uni- 


versity’s commence- 
ment exercises on 
June 3 became the 
first woman to re- 
ceive the Lumen 
Christi medal, which 
is awarded to the 
“outstanding Lu- 
theran lay worker 
of the year.” Dr. O. 
P. Kretzmann stopped the line of 
graduates to pay special recognition 
to Kathryn Strong, Chicago, the only 
engineering student graduated “with 
high distinction.” 


Mrs. W. N. Hoppe 


A million-dollar campus is plannec 
for the Minneapolis school of the 
Lutheran Bible Institute, which has 
branches in Seattle, Los Angeles, and 
Teaneck, N. J. Tentative plans for the 
new campus in suburban Golden Val- 
ley include an administration build- 
ing, chapel, auditorium-gymnasium 
and four dormitories. The institute 
training laymen in the Bible and mis- 
sionary work, draws students — but 
no official support —from many Lu- 
theran bodies. About 400 full-time 
and 7,000 correspondence students are 
enrolled in the Minneapolis school. 


From a wheel chair, Rev. John W 
Pfahler, 34, pastor of St. Luke’s Lu- 
theran Church, Shaler Township, Pa. 
is leading his growing congregation 
in.new building plans. Stricken with 
polio in 1948, he was hospitalized until 
1950, when he resumed his duties 
Since that time he has preached from 
his wheel chair. He reads the Scrip- 
tures and prays with shut-ins over 
the telephone. Via a ramp from one 
end of his front porch he reaches his 
hand-controlled auto, which he uses 
for hospital and emergency pastoral 
calls. 

“A wheel chair is no unbeatable 
handicap,” he claims. “My laymer 
are doing splendidly some of the 
things I can’t. In fact, the situation 
is developing a strong lay leadershir 
that otherwise wouldn’t have existed.’ 

The congregation has grown unde1 
his leadership from 174 to 335, and 
contributions from $8,000. to $25,000; 
$10,000 is already in hand for a $35,000 
expansion fund. 

In addition to his pastoral duties. 
he is studying for a doctor of philos- 
ophy degree at the University of 
Pittsburgh. A graduate of Lutheran 
Theological Seminary in Philadelphia. 
he was a Navy chaplain during World 
War II. 
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Many of the 137 schoolteachers 
who escaped from the Soviet Zone 
and sought asylum in West Berlin 
during the month of March said they 
fled because of Communist reprisals 
following their refusal to support 
Party-sponsored “youth dedication” 
ceremonies. These are held in con- 
nection with the young people’s com- 
pletion of their elementary education, 
een the children are about 14 years 
old. 

As an atheistic substitute for 
Christian confirmation and first Com- 
munion, German freethinkers years 
ago devised these rites, and Com- 
munists revived them in an effort to 
wean children from religion. 


In Norway’s total population of 
3,375,000, there are only 5,000 Roman 
Catholics, most of whom belong to the 
Oslo Diocese. This diocese, the first 
in Norway since the Reformation, was 
established in 1953. 


Plans for construction of a 
$2,500,000 Methodist theological sem- 
inary and a $1,000,000 School of In- 
ternational Service at American 
University in Washington, D. C., were 
recently unveiled by Bishop G. 
Bromley Oxnam. 

The School of International Serv- 
ice is designed, he said, to insure that 
‘Protestants train their share of the 
future foreign service officers and 
diplomatic representatives who will 
speak for our nation at international 
conferences.” 

Georgetown University of For- 
eign Service in the capital is now 
training about 40% of those who 
enter careers in American diplomacy, 
the Bishop claimed. “I do not de- 
plore in the slightest the contribution 
which this excellent school operated 
by the Jesuit Order is making, but 
[ do not think we Protestants are 
doing our part to offer our youth 
comparable training facilities,” he 


added. 


There are 71,500,000 Lutherans in 
the world, according to estimates in 
a new handbook compiled by the 
Lutheran World Federation. Execu- 
tive Secretary Carl E. Lund-Quist 
said the figure represents about 32 per 
cent of the world’s Protestants. 


Three citizens of Japan were or- 
dained to the Christian ministry fol- 
lowing their graduation from Synod’s 
Seminary in Tokyo. After three years 
of theological training, Revs. Y. Iman- 
ari will go to the Hokkaido Confer- 
ence area, C. Shibata to Niigata, and 
A. Aoyama to Kanto. 

- Rev. Victor Zwintscher of Niigata, 
chairman of the Japan Mission, per- 
formed _the rites of ordination. 
Twenty-eight clergymen are now ac- 
ve in Synod’s work in Japan. At 
e Tokyo Seminary, 12 undergrad- 
tes are preparing for the ministry. 


Albert J. Schettler, 42, is business 
manager of the Lutheran Church of 
the Atonement, Florissant, Mo. In 
1952 he retired after successfully op- 
erating a supermarket. 

With his wife and two daughters, 
he was a charter member of the 
church, served as its 
vice-president, and 
is now president of 
the men’s club. As 
manager he super- 
vises the business 
affairs of the 550- 
communicant con- 
gregation (founded 
in November 1951), 
buildings, parsonage, 
as well as five acres 
of church property. 
A five-room school now under con- 
struction is set for completion in 
August. 

Commenting on Mr. Schettler’s 
appointment, his pastor, Rev. Justus 
P. Kretzmann, said: “After attending 
two conventions of the English Dis- 
trict, Mr. Schettler asked how he 
could assist in the work of the church. 
It is a blessing to have such a conse- 
crated full-time worker on a part- 
time salary. May his service be an 
example to others.” 


Book 


Blood, Sweat, and Prayers. Christian 
Medical Society, 108 N. Dearborn, 
Chicago 2, Ill. 90 pages. $1.00. 


Fifteen stories by medical missionaries 
about their actual experiences on the 
mission fields were compiled by J. Ray- 
mond Knighton in answer to frequent 
requests for medical missionary stories. 
Written by men and women who have 
lived the stories, the book has an air of 
freshness and adventure. Recommended. 

Justus P. KRETZMANN 


Albert J. Schettler 


Glimpses of a Sacred Land. By Carl F. 
H. Henry, Ph. D., Th. D. W.A. Wilde 
Company Publishers, Boston. 240 
pages, 5448. $3.50. 

This book constitutes a fascinating 
report of a trip to Palestine made by 
a Fundamentalist Professor of Theology 
in 1953. Keen observations and sane 
reflections pertaining to the countries 
traversed by the author and his com- 
panions, as they by plane hurried from 
one land to the other (Ireland, France, 
Italy, Egypt, Greece, Switzerland, Eng- 
land), are submitted in addition to the 
chief material, the account of the visit 
in Palestine. Conditions in that country 
as they obtain today are vividly and 
skillfully described. The author’s live 
Christian faith warms. one’s heart, 
although one regrets to see that he 
follows a chiliastic interpretation of the 
Old Testament Prophets. Some minor 
inaccuracies should be corrected in a 
second edition. A number of good illus- 
trations enhance the value of the book. 

Wiu1am F. ARNDT 
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The Choirmaster’s Workbook. Dayton 
- Nordin, Editor. Augustana 
Press, Rock Island, Ill. 174 pages, 
plus 18 pages for attendance re- 
cords. $2.50. 


The principal contributor to this 
fourth volume and edition of this work- 
book is Walter Wismar, organist of Holy 
Cross Lutheran Church, St.Louis. In 
addition to listing the recommended 
anthems, Dr. Wismar has written the 
lead article, “By Way of Introduction,” 
in which he offers helpful suggestions. 
Various books on church music are re- 
viewed, music is recommended for each 
Sunday and festival of the church year, 
and many interesting quotations have 
been incorporated on numerous pages. 
From the standpoint of quality the music 
listed and recommended is well above 
the average. We do not hesitate to re- 
commend this publication to our choir- 
masters. It was planned for the years 
1955 and 1956. WALTER FE. Buszin 


Never a Dull Moment. By Eugenia 
Price. Zondervan Publishing House, 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 121 pages. 
Paper, $1.00; cloth, $2.00. 


The author answers questions ad- 
dressed to her by high school and college 
students. Her viewpoint is that of a 
consecrated Christian who lets the Bible 
answer the vexing problems of teen- 
agers. The language is simple and popu- 
lar, at times too much so. 


The Psalms: A Selection Arranged for 
Personal Devotion. By Guy Emer- 
son. Harper & Bros., New York. 
1955. 171 pages. $2.00. 


Those who love the Psalms—and 
what Christian does not love them? — 
will appreciate this book. Guy Emerson, 
a consecrated Christian layman who has 
made the Psalms a lifelong study, has 
culled from the Psalter a large number 
of selections which he has placed in 
topical arrangement. The text has not 
been altered, but in many cases the se- 
lected Psalms have been condensed. The 
compiler has omitted most of the histor- 
ical references and practically all of the 
denunciatory expressions found in some 
Psalms. We feel that in the light of the 
author’s specific objective in producing 
a purely devotional booklet, this is quite 
legitimate. (He of course does not deny 
the authenticity of the omitted section.) 
This book will be treasured in family 
worship, at the sickbed, and in private 
devotions. THomAS COATES 


Christian Etiquette. By Lora Lee Par- 
rott. Zondervan Publishing House, 
Grand Rapids, Mich. $1.50. 

A positive approach to an everyday 
problem. Christians wanting to know 
what to do and how to act on every 
occasion will find this book helpful. 
It could serve a good purpose in the con- 
gregation’s library. 


Handbook for Nurses. National Lutheran 
Nurses Guild, Minneapolis, Minn. 
40 pages. Paper. 35 cents. 

This pocket handbook supplies quick 
practical helps for the nurse who would 
by her witnessing point patients to the 
Great Physician and help them meet 
from the reading of Scripture their spir- 
itual needs. 
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Music 
Twenty Short Organ Pieces. 
Bender. No. 97-3948. $2.00. 


Twenty interesting, original composi- 
tions of one or two pages by a contem- 
porary German composer and practical 
organist. Some have titles which suggest 
the form: Toccata, Fughetta, Aria, and 
Passacaglia. None is based on a chorale 
melody, like the longer Palm Sunday 
Processional on “All Glory, Laud and 
Honor” or the little gems: 30 kleine 
Choralvorspiele (3 Hefte) published by 
Baerenreiter. 


The composer seems apologetic about 
the “sprightliness” in these compositions, 
but already Joh. Christoph Bach as well 
as his famous nephew Johann Sebastian 
composed sprightly, jolly, good church 
music, which, of course, Jan Bender also 
knows. 

Twenty Short Organ Pieces are ex- 
cellent models and may serve to inspire 
talented organists who wish to compose 
and improvise. 


By Jan 


98-1155 Six Settings for Treble Voices 
by Henry Markworth. Three-Part 
Treble Voices. 22 cents. 


Henry Markworth’s settings for choirs 
have always enjoyed considerable popu- 
larity. They are easy to sing and sound 
interesting and euphonious. The titles 
are: All Praise to God, Who Reigns 
Above; Angels We Have Heard on High; 
Rise, Crowned with Light; O Dearest 
Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken; 
When I Survey the Wondrous Cross; 
Come, Holy Ghost, Creator Blest. We 
predict that these setttings will also find 
much favor. 


No. 98-1070 Lord, Now Lettest Thou Thy 
Servant Depart in Peace. By Gus- 
tav Kittan. Edited by Gustav 
Schreck and Walter E. Buszin. 
SATB. 20 cents. 


Expressive motet on Simeon’s Nunc 
Dimittis, which may be used again and 
again during the year; a choir will never 
tire of this finished and refined setting. 

. Not difficult. Accompaniment optional. 


No. 98-1079 Now unto Him That Is Able. 
By Jan Bender. 20 cents. 


Text: Eph. 3:20,21, from the Epistle 
for the 16th Sunday after Trinity. 


The Lutheran liturgy is one that is 
supposed to be sung by congregation, 
pastor, and choir. A suitable, fitting mo- 
tet may be substituted for some of the 
Introits, Graduals, or Seasonal Sentences 
by the Choir. Not difficult. This motet is 
vata aaa for some other Sundays as 
well. 


Lift Up Your Hearts. A Collection of 
Choral Music for the Communion 
Service. Edited by Paul G. Bunjes, 
No. 97-6219. $1.00. 

Although primarily intended ‘or the 
Communion service, some of the 12 num- 
bers in Lift Up Your Hearts may be sung 
on festival days or serve as genera! serv- 
ice music. The Foreword offers a number 
of very good suggestions to the choir 
director. 
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Most of the compositions are for 
mixed choir, some accompanied, others 
a cappella; some contain solos. The 
stirring “Vision of Isaiah” for unison 
choir with descant has been arranged by 
the editor, who contributed four fine set- 
tings. Another young composer, Richard 
Wienhorst, has enriched the collection 
with an excellent polyphonic Pentecost 
motet in a Gregorian mode. The last 
number, a duet or two-part number, 
may be sung by two or more female or 
two or more male voices. 


HA2018. The Lord Is King! Lift Up Thy 
Voice. Tune, O filii et filiae. Setting 
by S. Drummond Wolff. 22 cents. 


Anthem for SATB and organ. Suit- 
able for Eastertide and other festivals. 
Effective festival music. Your choir 
will enjoy this number. Not difficult. 


97-6244 God Is Our Refuge and Strength, 
Psalm 46. Baerenreiter-Ausgabe 
2872. For Double Chorus and Basso 
Continuo. By Johann Pachelbel. 
Baerenreiter-Verlag and Concordia 
Publishing House. $1.00. 


Concordia has published four other 
notable choral works by Johann Pachel- 
bel: Christ Lay in Grim Death’s Prison, 
The Lord God Reigneth, Shout to the 
Lord, and Now Thank We All Our God. 
Now a fifth number has been prepared. 
God Is Our Refuge and Strength has the 
original German text and an English 
translation by Walter E. Buszin. Pub- 
lisher and editor is Hans Heinrich Egge- 
brecht. 

The melody Ein’ feste Burg is sung 
by sopranos in the second half of the 
motet, which has only four parts and 
does not call for a second chorus. 
A double chorus sings the first part, 
li pages long. Singable, impressive, 
functional music. 

All these Pachebel numbers are not 
only good church music but also Lu- 
theran music. WALTER WISMAR 


Deaths 


John Kuchenbecker (May 18, 1885, 
Hammond, Ind., to March 31, 1956, Med- 
ford, Oreg.), son of Carl and Hulda 
Werth Kuchenbecker; graduated Con- 
cordia College, Fort Wayne, 1905, and 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, 1908. 

He held pastorates at Wellfleet, Curtis, 
and Ruskin, Nebr., 1908—25, and was 
pastor of Holy Ghost Church, Bergholz, 
N. Y., 1925—47, when he retired because 
of failing health. 

His wife, the former Amanda Scheve, 
whom he married in 1913, died in 1954. 
He is survived by two daughters: 
Mrs. Edward Walck, Town of Wheat- 
field, N. Y.; and Mrs. Wilford Pratt, Med- 
ford, Oreg. 

The undersigned conducted the fu- 
neral service April 5 in St. John’s Church, 
St. Johnsburg, N. Y., and read the com- 
mittal rites in St. John’s Cemetery. 

J .. WALTER THIEMECKE 


Christian B. Wieting (August 30, 
1868, Hanover, Germany, to April 2, 1956, 
Wayne, Nebr.), son of Dietrich and 
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Christina Schuetz Wieting; graduate 
Concordia Seminary, Springfield, Ill 
1893. 


He was pastor of Peace Church, Al 
cester, S. Dak., 1893—1902; and Zio: 
Church, Delmont, S. Dak., 1902—46, whe 
he retired and moved to Wayne. In th 
South Dakota District he was a forme 
member of the Board of Support an 
Mission Board, Visitor, Second and Firs 
Vice-President. 

His wife, the former Dena Duensing 
whom he married in 1893, died in 195: 
He is survived by three daughters: Min 
nie Schaefer (widow of Rev. Gotthil 
Schaefer, formerly of Lone Rock, Iowa) 
Kansas City, Kans.; Bertha, Wayne; an 
Esther Still, Long Beach, Calif.; and si 
sons: Carl, Wichita, Kans.; Henry, Axtel 
Nebr.; Paul, Beatrice, Nebr.; Waldema 
and Norbert, Delmont; and Rev. Theo 
dore, Minden, Nebr. 

The undersigned conducted the fu 
neral service April 6 in Grace Churcl 
Wayne. For the second service in Zio 
Church, Delmont, District Presiden 
Phil Mueller and Rev. Walter Nietschk 
preached, and the undersigned officiate 
and read the committal rites in Zio 
Cemetery. E. J. BERNTHAL 


Karl Karstensen (July 18, 1867, Ebue 
Schleswig-Holstein, Germany, to April 1 
1956, Enid, Okla.), son of Carsten an 
Christina Petersen Carstensen; graduate 
Concordia College, Fort Wayne, 1889, an 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, 1893. 

He served congregations at Canistoti 
S. Dak., 1893—1904; Coffeyville, Kans 
1904—09; Blackwell, Okla. (St. John 
Church and several preaching stations) 
1909—23; and Linn, Kans., 1923—39, whe 
he retired. In the Oklahoma District h 
served as Visitor; in the Kansas Distric 
as Visitor, member of the Church Exten 
sion Committee and Mission Board, an 
editor of the Kansas Lutherische Bot 

His wife, the former Anna Fedderse1 
whom he married in 1894, died in 193 
He is survived by three sons: Rev. Kai 
J:; Haven, Kans.; Rev. Theodore, Hig 
Ridge, Mo.; and William, Vesper, Kans 
and five daughters: Huldah, Beaver Dan 
Wis.; Martha Helberg, Fairmont, Okla 
Concordia (wife of Rev. Harold C. 
Lubeck, West Bloomfield, Wis.; Clar 
Mills, Morgan Hill, Calif.; and Lillia 
Tadlock, Enid. 

Rev. August H. Meitler conducted th 
first funeral service April 12 in St. Paul 
Church, Enid. For the second servic 
April 13 in Zion Church, Linn, Kans 
Rev. Edward Hauer preached, Rev. Ge 
Lehenbauer represented District Presi 
dent W. H. Meyer and spoke for th 
Linn Circuit, and Rev. W. G. Biel off 
ciated and read the committal rites i 
Zion Lutheran Cemetery. 

K. J. KARSTENSEN 


William H. Schuetz (April 26, 187 
Ashippun, Wis., to April 24, 1956, Chi 
cago, Ill.), son of Rev. Ludwig and Mari 
Mueller; graduated Concordia Colleg: 
Milwaukee, 1896, and Concordia Semi 
nary, St. Louis, 1899. 

He was pastor of five mission con 
gregations near Lebanon, S. Dak., 186 
to 1900; St. John’s Church, Monticell: 
and Trinity, Onslow, Iowa, 1900—23; Zio 
Beecher, IIl., 1923—43; assistant pasto: 
St. James, Chicago, 1946—50. In the Iow 
District he was Visitor and assistant sec 


tary; in the Northern Illinois District, 
ember of the Board of Directors. 
His wife, the former Friederika Oelt- 
s, whom he married in 1902, died 
in 1943. He is survived by a son, Louis, 
cher: Ill.; and a daughter, Mrs. Arthur 
Slade, Melrose Park, Ill. 
_ Funeral services were conducted by 
the undersigned April 26 in Zion Church, 
Beecher, and by Rev. August K. Stenzel 
April 28 in St. John’s Church, Monticello, 
with committal in Oakwood Cemetery. 
ARTHUR A. BRAUER 


_ Peter C. Kraus (January 23, 1889, 
Jefferson City, Mo., to May 18, 1956, Hia- 
watha, Kans.), son of Michael and Caro- 
line Truetzel Kraus; graduated St. Paul’s 
College, Concordia, Mo., 1907, and Con- 
cordia Seminary, St. Louis, 1910. 

He served congregations at Diggins 
and Joplin, Mo., 1910—18; St. Peter’s 
Church, Humboldt, Kans., 1918—50; and 
Zion Church, Powhattan, Kans., 1950 
until his death. He was a former Visitor; 
member of the Board of Control, Saint 
John’s College, Winfield, Kans.; and the 
Kansas District Mission Board. 

He is survived by his widow, the 
former Eleonore Stiegmeyer, whom he 
married in 1915; one son, Clifford, Den- 
ver; and one daughter, Norma, St. Louis. 

For the funeral service May 21 in 
Zion Church, Powhattan, Rev. Walter W. 
Stoeppelwerth preached, and the under- 
signed officiated. District President Wal- 
ter H. Meyer preached for the memorial 
service in St. Peter’s Church, Humboldt, 
and read the committal rites. 

E. L. BIcKEL 


Armouncements 


Ordinations and Installations 


CANDIDATE 


Ordained and Installed: 


Janssen, Arlo T., Trinity, Westville; St. Paul, 
Otis, Ind., by Melvin R. Hering, June 3. 
Mundinger, Gerhard, Martin Luther Chapel, 
East Lansing, Mich., by Raymond Buck, 


June 3. 
PASTORS 
Commissioned: 


Scholz, Richard J., West Side Lutheran Mis- 
Boe oan Rapids, Mich., by Edward Lang, 
ay 20. 


Installed: 


Avotins, Kornelijs, Zion, Golden Spike, Alta., 
Can., by Arthur Gehring, May 20. 

Becker, J. W. Alfred, Holy Cross, Scott City, 
Kans., by C. L. Schultz, June 3. 

Fiess, Philip L., St. Peter, Stratford, Ont., 
Can., by John Woelfie, June 3. 

pager. William H., Christ the King, Chicago, 
Ill., by A. H. Semmann, June 3. 

Hoemann, A. L., Grace, Banning, Calif., by 
G. H. Hillmer, June 3. 

Kempfert, Frederick, St. John, Edgar; Beth- 
lehem, Milan, Wis., by Randolph Mueller, 
June 3. 

Machina, Francis, Salem, 
Roy Barlag, June 3. 

Maschmeyer, Albert H., Trinity, Fairview; 
St. Paul, Hines Creek, Alta., Can., by Kurt 
Bickel, May 27. 

Meier, Robert E., Grace, Wichita, Kans., by 
Andrew Sabo, June 3. 

Mueller, Herbert J., Bethlehem, Fort Wayne, 

_ Ind., by Arno C. Scholz, May 27. 

er, Helmut, Bethel, Kitchener, Ont., Can., 

_ by C. T. Wetzstein, May 13. 

Sauer, Robert C., St. Stephen, Greentree 

_ (Pittsburgh), Pa., by W. A. Gerdes, May 27. 

pcos, Frederick A., missionary at large for 
Eastern District at Murrysville, Pa., by Eric 

_C. Malte, May 20. 

Schroeder, Karl, St. John, La Crosse, Ind., by 

Norman Berning, June 3. 


Malone, Tex., by 


Vincent, Erik J., ue R. 2, Medford; Trin- 
ity, Chelsea, Wis., by Randolph Mueller, 


May 27. 
Warneke, Lloyd C., Ascension, 


Calif., by E. W. Dierker, May 20. 
Tnetallod: TEACHERS 


,Gross, Robert, Emmanuel, Fresno, Calif., by 
_John P. Ublig, May 20. 

Lillich, Melvin, Zion, Fairmont, Okla., by John 
L. Bundschuh, June 3. 


Torrance, 


Additional Nominations 
for Associate Professorships 
Concordia College, Milwaukee, Wis. 


Greek and Latin 


Prof. Norman F. Gienapp, M.A., Concordia, 
Mo., by Bethlehem, Milwaukee. 
Rev. Paul Huchthausen, Burlingame, Calif.: 
Mount Calvary, Milwaukee. 
~Prof. Walter A. Jennrich, B.D., M.A., Ph. D., 
.,Milwaukee: Elm Grove, Elm Grove, Wis. 


Social Studies 


Rev. Robert Bannon, Dearborn, Mich., by 
Mount Calvary, Milwaukee. 

Rev. Edgar Brammer, Cedar Falls, 
Bethlehem, Milwaukee. 

. Prof. Paul T. Dietz, B.D., M. A., Milwaukee: 
Elm Grove, Elm Grove, Wis. 

Prof. Walter Herrling, Ph.D., Fort Wayne, 
Ind.: St. Andrew’s, Silver Spring, Md. 
Freirx KretzscHmar, Secretary, Board of 

Control, 2664 N. 68 St., Wauwatosa 13, Wis. 


Calls Accepted 


Prof. Raymond F. Surburg, Prof. Luther C. 
Schwich, and Prof. Glenn C. Einspahr have 
accepted the calls as associate professors on 
the faculty of Concordia Teachers College, 
Seward, Nebr. — Wm. Leppin, Secretary, Board 


of Control. 
Official Notice 


Rev. William J. Wollenburg, Jefferson City, 
Mo., has been appointed Visitor of the Cali- 
fornia Circuit, Western District, to succeed 
Rev. Alfred C. Schmalz, who accepted a call 
to another District. —T. A. WrmNHOLD, Presi- 
dent, Western District. 


Iowa: 


Pastors’ Workshop 


A pastors’ workshop will be held on the 
campus of Concordia College, Portland, Oreg., 
August 7—13. Preaching and parish activity 
will be emphasized. Registration fee, $7.50; 
board and room, $12. Please send applications 
before July 31 to Pastors’ WorksHop, Con- 
cordia College, 2811 N.E. Holman St., Port- 
land, Oreg. 


Notice 


The Lutheran Band and Orchestra Directors 
Guild at its first annual meeting and work- 
shop on the campus of Valparaiso University, 
July 28, will expand into a national organiza- 
tion. Membership in the guild is open to all 
teachers of instrumental music in Synodical 
Conference schools and to pastors,. teachers, 
or laymen interested in promoting instru- 
mental music in Lutheran schools. For in- 
formation and meeting reservations, write 
Mrs. Jo Ann Stone, 4827 N. Bell St., Chi- 
cago 25, Il. 


Wanted 


Houseparents, single individuals, or mar- 
ried couples without dependent children. Age 
limit, 55. Write Diecror, Lutheran Children’s 
Home, Addison, Ill. 


Good, readable paperback books, new or 
used, for Lutheran Service Center. Mail by 
book rate to Rev. Rosert F. Gussick, P.O. 
Box 666, Balboa, Canal Zone. 


College graduates interested in working 
with children in foster homes. Write Drrec- 
TOR OF Socrat Service, Lutheran Child Welfare 
Association, Addiscn, Ill. . 


Available 


Ten 8-foot rock elm yews, medium finish, for 
the cost of removal. — Zion LuTHERAN CHURCH, 
Rev. G. H. Pfeiffer, 37 E. Pleasant Ave., May- 
wood, N. J. 


To any mission: 612-foot oak altar with 
reredos and life-size Christus Corpus, and oak 
pulpit with pedestal, both with violet para- 
ments; also two 18-inch brass Communion 
lights. — Rev. K. K. Hitt, Wood Lake, Minn. 
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Six single electric candles, for the cost of 
transportation. — Rev. Kart F. BREEHNE, 830 
E. Vine St., Greenville, Ill. 

For postage: Silver communion ware and 
cloth; two silver candleholders; one silver 
collection plate; one crucifix 30 inches high, 
color: gold; one crucifix 21 inches high, black: 
one candlelighter; one large Bible; wine- 
colored transparent velvet dorsal. — LuTHERAN 
Lavres’ Arp, c/o Mrs. Henry Beckmann, Sec- 
retary, R.1, White Lake, S. Dak. 


Pastors: Changes of Address 


Arndt, Gerald, Wabag, W. H. D. via Lae, 
New Guinea 

Caer Joseph, Box 1506, Brookings, 

reg. 

Glammeyer, Thomas H., 309 Ogden Ave., 
Mobile, Ala. 

Grumm, Meinert H., Vaniyambadi, 
N. Arcot District, South India 

Grunow, William O., 1301 Fourth, 
Wasco, Calif. 

Gundlach, Frank G., em., 2543 N. 37th St., 
Milwaukee 10, Wis. 

Hintze, Otto C., Wapenamanda, Western 
Highlands via Lae, New Guinea 

Hobus, Robert A., 240 Lincoln, Antigo, Wis. 

Horn, Oscar H., 615 E. Wade, El Reno, Okla. 

Klammer, Theodore P., 534 Elgin Ave., 
Forest Park, Ill. 

Konz, J. L., Lutheran Mission, Obot Idim, 
Uyo P. A., Nigeria, West Africa 

Maschmeyer, Albert H., Box 611, 
Fairview, Alta., Can. 

Meseke, Ervin G., 3 North Spring, 
Perryville, Mo. 

Meyer, Alfred O., 5722 S. Maryland Ave., 
Chicago 37, Ill. 

Meyer, Louis C., 32 S. Prospect St., 
Verona, N. J. 

Mueller, Herbert J., 3702 S. Anthony, 
Fort Wayne 5, Ind. 

Pankratz, Adolph W., 13428 Chelsea, 
Detroit 13, Mich. 

Ricker, John, Rosebud, Mo. 

Sauer, Robert C., 80 E. Manilla Ave., 
Pittsburgh 20, Pa. 

Scheibert, Harold W., 4800 Carson Rd., 
Normandy 21, Mo. 

Schlerf, Karl G., em., 4229 N. Winchester 
Ave., Chicago 13, Ill. 

Schroeder, Karl F., St. John Lutheran 
Church, La Crosse, Ind. 

Schweigert, Harold F., 3713 W. 54th St., 
Minneapolis 10, Minn. 

Spomer, John, 4317 S. Mozart, 
Chicago 32, Ill. 

Stanfel, Albin J., Islington N., 
Thistletown, Ont., Can. 

Tews, John M., Knierim, Iowa 

Young, William R., 47674 Northland, 
St. Louis 13, Mo. 

Zschiegner, Max, 224 Takahana, 2 Chome, 
Omiya, Saitama-ken, Japan 


Teachers: 


Becker, Harlan, 607 W. First, Merrill, Wis. 

Decker, Wilbur G., 1415 Osceola Ave., 
St. Paul 5, Minn. 

Hoger, Charles, 5764 Vivian, 
St. Louis 21, Mo. 

Kebschull, Allen, 45 Farm Lane, 
Levittown, N. Y. 

Kraeft, Prof. Walter O., 1119 Bonnie Brae, 
River Forest, Ill. 

Kramer, Frederick, 520 Lytle St., 
Memphis, Tenn . 

Marty, Myron A., 1717 Short St., 
Fort Wayne 7, Ind. 

Leapaldt, Reuben, 205 E. Oak St., 
Alexandria, Va. 

Schuppan, Randall, 35-59 164th St., 
Flushing 55, N. Y. 

Wright, William R., 2218 S. 79th St., 
West Allis 14, Wis. 

Zimmer, Richard A., 3313 Burton Ave., 
Lynnwood, Calif. 


Notice 


Articles, church news, announce- 
ments, obituaries, intended for publica- 
tion in the LuTHERAN WitTNEss, books 


for review, and general correspondence 
should be addressed to the Editorial Of- 


fice, 801 De Mun Ave., St. Louis 5, Mo. 


Reports of ordinations, installations, 
dedications, anniversaries, and changes 
of address of pastors and _ teachers 
should be sent to the Statistical Bureau, 
Lutheran Building, 210 North Broad- 
way, St. Louis 2, Mo. 
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CONCORDIA BOOK CLUB 


= ‘ ~- - ~ gaArrir Lf" onl 


CHAPLET OF GRACE by fig petedec| 


Victoria Gillett was “a square peg in a round hole” — strong-minded, 
high-spirited, inclined to be jealous, and far too outspoken, yet loyal, lov- 
able, and interesting. Both her beloved uncle and her sensible mother 
warned her about marrying a churchman, but Vicky loved Harry Penning- 
ton and sailed with him to Nova Scotia, and a totally strange life. 

A brilliant glimpse into a pioneering period, full of drama and hard- 
ships, lightened by the high spirits and humor of a personality that affected 
all who knew Victoria, that will remain in the memories of those who read 
about her. 


Alternate Selection: 


ALWAYS THE UNEXPEC FeO 


A Book of Reminiscences by Louis Lochner 


ee “It is a most significant book written by a veteran and 
; master of his trade.” —- Saturday Review. 
“Mr. Lochner, Pulitzer Prize winner for 1939 for distinguished 
reporting of foreign news, writes with equal pungency and always- 
to-be-expected revealing anecdote, of two moiling decades in Europe that 
throw integrating light on much taking place today.” —- Editor and Publisher. 

“A gtand adventure story, a valuable footnote to the history of two World Wars and to 
the nervous peace that separated them, and one of those must-buy books if you're even remotely 
interested in newspaper work.” — Bob Considine. 

“Mellow, readable, straightforward, and disarmingly modest personal story of his career.” — 
Chicago Tribune. 

“The general reader can genuinely enjoy an association with Lochner’s keen mind and 
ready wit, his warm and winning personality as he tells of the ingredients that went into his color- ” 
ful career. He writes simply, directly, clearly, like the superb journalist-turned-author that 
he is.” — St. Louis Globe-Democrat. 


FREE WHEN YOU JOIN 


As a membership bonus you receive, free of charge, Walt Disney’s THE LIVING 
DESERT, a 122-page book containing 106 drawings and full-color photographs 
of the teeming plant and ai... © of our Western deserts. 


$10.00 VALUE—YOURS AS A GIFT 


After you have purchased four books from 
the club within a 12-month period, you 
are eligible to receive as a free dividend 
Hammond’s TRAVEL ATLAS OF SCENIC 
AMERICA, a regular $10.00 ~alue. Or, 
you may choose from a list of other valu- 
able library editions which may appeal to 
you. Complete descriptions of all new 
books come to you through bimonthly is- 
sues of Previews, the club’s re\:cw publi- 
cation. Of course, you select «aly those 
books which interest you. 


CONCORDIA BOOK CLUB 
3558 So. Jefferson Ave., St. Louis 18, Missouri 


Enroll me as a member of the Concordia Book Club and send me as my 
first credit selection 


Check one 
( ) Chaplet of Grace, @ $3.75, plus a free copy of The Living Desert 
Coe) neue the Unexpected, @ $5.00, plus a free copy of The Living 
eser 
I enclose $__. oes 4 
I am interested in joining the Concordia Book Club and would 


like additional ormation about the current selection and 
dividends. , 


Name © seco ea ete 


e985 Z00 € 


ay. nS - 


